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Foreword 
 

Fifty thousand rounds of golf are played each year at the Cowichan Golf & Country Club. 
The splendid clubhouse and grounds, eighteen lovely golf holes beckoning, the intimacy 
of an island golfing community make this a special place. As intrepid golfers limber up 
before the prospect of the first tee, do they wonder how the Club actually began, how it 
developed, and how they came to be so fortunate as to have such a facility at their 
disposal? 

This book traces the Club’s history, placing it within the larger context of Vancouver 
Island’s golf development and then detailing its genesis from the first Cowichan Golf 
Club, established in 1921, into the welcoming verdancy of the current site. There are 
plenty of interesting anecdotes and financial details, such as who registered the first hole-
in-one and how the first clubhouse was built. You may find your own pleasure (some 
may wish to use another word, perhaps) at playing the Great Game enhanced because you 
will know the story of the Club’s current logo, or how much foresight and hard work it 
took to develop the second nine holes that opened in 1985, creating a first-class, fully 
equipped and professionally operated golf course for all to enjoy. Fore! 

A well earned and deserved tribute to Jocelyn MacLachlan for the effort and much 
voluntary time expended in research and gathering of information and material to bring 
this project to its wonderful conclusion. 

 

R.M.Tobler 
President 
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Author’s Preface 
 

The idea of commemorating fifty years of Cowichan Golf Club history with a book came from 
President of the Board, Rudy Tobler. His repeated pleas in ‘The Divot’ for someone to undertake this 
task got no response and I felt, that, although a relatively new member, perhaps I should volunteer as 
I had done this sort of work many years ago. It has however proved to be both a bigger and more 
difficult task than I had at first envisioned. There have been several reasons for this, the chief one 
being the huge gaps in the original material which have resulted in considerable difficulty 
establishing exact sequences of events. The move to the new Clubhouse probably resulted in many 
records being destroyed or lost, but perhaps the damage was done earlier when, in 1979, a motion to 
destroy all documents more than seven years old was passed at Board level. Whatever. What original 
material there was had to be indexed and catalogued before it could be used, and this alone was a 
very time consuming task.  

The chief sources used have been surviving Board minutes and the Cowichan Leader which exists on 
microfilm in the local museum. Priscilla Davis from the museum has been particularly helpful. For 
the very early years I am indebted to Alan Andersen who drew my attention to a box of original 
letters which he had found in the garden shed where they were slowly disintegrating. All Vernon 
Macan’s letters and the documents relating to the Cowichan Golf Holdings quoted in the first chapter 
were in this box. I am also grateful to Pat King and Les Atchison who lent their comprehensive 
personal records for me to use. A special ‘thank you’ must go to Mike Riste of Golf House in 
Vancouver for much information on the Koksilah Golf Club and the first Cowichan Golf Club.  

Some long time members answered pleas in ‘The Divot’ to share their memories and some were very 
helpful in collecting information from other old timers unknown to me. Mary Milino deserves a 
special mention in this context but the Club is indebted to all who helped. It would be excellent if 
someone would follow this avenue further and undertake the making of an aural history to 
serve as a vital accompaniment to this factual one. 

Far and away the biggest debt of gratitude goes to Pat MacLachlan who has spent hundreds of hours 
putting the results of my research and writing into a desktop publishing program, helping to design 
the layout and scanning all the photos.  
 

Jocelyn MacLachlan 
November 1997 
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The Cowichan Valley was largely settled 
in the latter part of the 19th century by 
pioneers who brought with them the idea 
that recreational sport should form an 
integral part of the life of the new 
community and not least amongst the 
sports being promoted was golf. There 
are early memories of nine hole courses 
— Jack Fleetwood, as a boy growing up 
in the Cowichan Valley in the first part of 
the century, remembers two nine hole 
courses. One out on the Bench Road 
where the Wikkerink farm is now and 
one bounded by 2nd and 3rd Avenues 
and Phipps Street, but it has proved 
difficult to find any further information 
about these courses. The first club to 
leave a more permanent mark on the 
history of golf in the Valley was the 
Koksilah Club founded by Frederick 
Heriot Maitland-Dougall.1 Mr.Maitland-
Dougall was an extremely active and 
sportsminded Scotsman who had arrived 

with a certain amount of capital in the 
Valley in the 1880s. By 1888 he had, 
with Mr. and Mrs. Pimbury, started a 
tennis club (now the Cowichan Lawn 
Tennis Club) and, with Captain Lane, 
had inaugurated the annual Regatta held 
at Cowichan Bay. In 1909 he turned his 
attention to golf and, on land purchased 
from the Croziers, he founded the 
Koksilah Club (the present site of the Old 
Farm Market). In Golf House in 
Vancouver there is a guest book from 
this club, a gift from Clayton Wright 
Senior who had been given it by Edie 
Share, the daughter of Maitland-Dougall. 
A glance at the list of names of visitors 
and members contained there shows 
many that recur frequently in our Club’s 

The Beginnings 
     From Koksi lah to Cowichan 
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Members        
entered through 
a gateway 
marked by a 
carved wooden 
signboard. This 
was situated 
where Starbucks 
now sells   
morning coffee. 

1. Maitland-Dougall was a well known amateur in 
his native Scotland and played golf in Victoria 
after he arrived in B.C. In fact he held the course 
record in 1884 at the newly opened Victoria Golf 
Club. 



history either as trophy donors, players or 
founders. The annual dues were listed as 
$10.00 for lady members, of whom there 
were 22, and $25.00 for the 48 men. 
There are not too many accounts of 
events at this early Koksilah Club but it 
certainly boasted some prestigious 
players. The Province of April 8, 1913, 
reported on a match between the Island 
and the Mainland golfers to be played at 
Oak Bay. The Captain of the Island team 
was a certain Captain Chambers who was 
a member of Koksilah and played off 
scratch — in fact all members of that 
team played off scratch or better. 
However the club was not the profitable 
operation that Mr.Maitland-Dougall had 
hoped it would be and sometime around 
1914 he ceased to be associated with it. 
The last entry in his guest book is dated 
December 1914. Later the club folded 
altogether. It has been difficult finding 
reasons why this club failed. One old 
timer suggested that it was situated too 
far out and was difficult to reach, and we 
can understand this when we read that 
cars were rare in Duncan at this time and 
the speed limit was set at 10 mph in the 
city. It is also difficult to find out exactly 
when it folded. One source suggests that 
it folded during the 1914-18 War, but this 
is refuted by the fact that the Koksilah 
Trophy (originally the Koksilah Bogey 
Trophy) was played for every year 
continuously from 1910 through to 1942. 
Further proof is provided by the fact that 
until May 1921 accounts of golfing 
events involving the Koksilah Club 
appeared regularly in the Victoria Daily 
Colonist. What is certain is that by 1921 
the Koksilah Club no longer functioned. 
The Cowichan Leader of August 11, 
1921, mentions a meeting of interested 
citizens which resulted in the leasing of a 
31.73 acre plot of Indian land on a ten 
year lease at the rent of $784.57 a year 
and the acquisition of all “the club 
equipment from the old Koksilah Club 
….” Part of that equipment was the 
Koksilah Trophy which the newly 

formed Cowichan Golf and Country Club 
later acquired in 1947. Also in our 
clubhouse today there are other Trophies 
which bring back memories of that 
earlier club — the Maitland-Dougall 
Trophy was donated to the first 
Cowichan Club by Mrs.Edie Share in 
memory of her father and in the Ladies’ 
locker room is a hickory shafted putter, 
the Edie Share Trophy, which is awarded 
annually to the winner of the interclub 
against Colwood. 

The Cowichan Golf Club opened for play 
on June 24, 1922. The 31 plus acres of 
Indian land covered the area which the 
Duncan and Village Green Malls now 
occupy and extended south to the 
Cowichan River. It ran under the Black 
Bridge at the river and east to about 

today’s Central Road. Members entered 
through a gateway marked by a carved 
wooden signboard. This was where 
Starbucks now sells morning coffee. To 
the left of the entrance was the Indian 
Agent’s house which had been 
transformed into a clubhouse. In the 
Museum archives is a rough drawing, 
made in 1991 by G.Prevost, of the layout 
of this course and Clayton Wright was 
able, from memory, to supply the 
yardage. With the exceptions of the 5th 
and the 8th the holes ran parallel to each 
other and although it was not a long 
course (about 5,600 yards) it provided 
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Ladies Day  
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some challenging golf. Designing a 9-
hole course on such relatively small  
acreage demanded a considerable degree 
of skill and know-how and the Club 
Executive, understanding this, involved 
golf architect Vernon Macan in the 
project. The feature hole was the 158 
yard par 3 5th which was played over a 
bend in the river. The first hole-in-one 
there was registered in 1925 and made by 
J.G.Sommerville playing with Dr. Kerr.2 
The first lady to achieve this was 
Dorothy Morten in 1929. 

The club had about 400 members and 
one, Mrs.Lines, remembers an active 
club life and good golf for both men and 
women. The Victoria Daily Colonist 
regularly reported throughout this period 
on golfing activities of the whole island. 
From these accounts and from those in 
the Cowichan Leader we can read about 
the interclub matches played against 
clubs from Qualicum to Victoria. We can 
read about the weekly competitions at 
club level which included mixed 
foursomes every Monday evening, 
indeed one of the most hotly contested 
cups was the Suddaby Cup for mixed 

foursome play. This is another trophy 
which has found its way to the present 
Cowichan Golf and Country Club. We 
can read about club level Tournaments 
and Championships and names crop up 
which are familiar to many members of 
our Club today. Names like Mrs. Daisy 
Harper ,  Miss Ai leen Powel , 
Mrs.C.G.King, the Prests, the Bruces, 
J.B.Creighton, Art Irvine, Percy Lomax, 
Dick Christmas and Archie Campbell. 
We can also read about social golf events 
like that in a newspaper account from 
May 1925 describing a Field Day very 
different from those of today. A complete 
list of prize winners showed that only 
long drives, ‘long hole’, approaching and 
putting were rewarded. Each category 
had a man winner and a runner up and a 
woman winner and runner up.  

The Club was the home ground for two 
very prestigious professionals who learnt 
their golf there — Benny Colk and David 
Crane. Colk went to Vancouver to be the 
‘pro’ at Langara and is described in 
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Boys seated, left to right - Roger Young, Alan Prevost, Carl & Bob Dickie. First row seated - H.W.Dickie, R.Robertson, W.B.Powel, 
J.S.Robinson, H.F.Prevost, W.L.B.Young, Sidney Wright, W.B.Harper, Lindsay Helen. Crouching or kneeling, left to right - 
A.H.Peterson, Ray Woodward, Ben Helen. Standing, left to right - G.R.Grieve, Mrs.Boyd Wallace, Mrs.G.G.Share, Mrs.W.Morton, 
Mrs.E.W.Carr Hilton, Miss Kate Robertson, Miss Margaret Gibb, Mrs.John Fax, Mrs.F.H.Price, Mrs.A.H.Peterson, 
Mrs.H.N.Watson, Mrs.W.B.Harper, unknown, Mrs.Joyce Corfield, Mrs.E.A.Price, Miss Kathleen Powel, unknown, 
Mrs.F.R.Gooding, Mrs.M.M.White, F.A.Considine, H.R.Punnett. Back row, standing left to right - H.J.Vickers, unknown, unknown, 
Dr.R.E.Kerr, G.G.Share, John Fox, Bateman Hope, W.A.Willett. 

Photo shows      
a group of 
Cowichan     
golfers of     

1926 or 1927 2. The Province, May 10, 1925. 
3.  Page 403. 

 



Barclay’s “Golf in Canada” as a very fine 
teacher.3 The Club also boasted some 
very fine amateurs like the Prevost 
family — father and two sons. 

With the declaration of War in 1939 
many men left to join the forces. The 
Cowichan Valley in fact sent the largest 
percentage of men to war of any area in 
Canada. The effect on the Club was 
disastrous. The membership dropped to 
90 in 1940 and by 1943 stood at 54 of 
whom only 30 were full playing 
members. This meant a considerable loss 
of dues, the state of the course 
deteriorated and by 1943 the few 
remaining members could not even come 
up with the rent which, at this time, was 
$650.00 a year. Attempts to negotiate 
with the Cowichan Band a reduction of 
the rent by half failed. A meeting of 
members to discuss the problem was very 
poorly attended and the few who were 
there decided to relinquish the lease on 
the land but to continue the Club as an 
organization with the hope of relocating 
elsewhere at some future date. The 
Club’s physical assets were stored and an 
Executive elected to maintain the Club’s 
viability. This committee consisted of 
Mr. Greensides, President, Mr.Watson, 
Vice President, and members Miss V. 
Harris, Dr.Tarleton and Messrs. Gooding, 
Leeming, Bruce and P.Lomax who acted 
as Secretary/Treasurer. 

It only took a short time after the end of 
the War for Duncan to get back to 
normal. The population burgeoned with 
returning veterans and new waves of 
immigration and a group of interested 
citizens decided it was time golf returned 
to the Valley. 

By the end of 1945 an active Committee 
headed by W.B.Powel, and including 
many of the inactive Cowichan Club 
members, had found what they 
considered an ideal piece of land upon 
which to build a golf course. A 140-acre 
parcel of land, belonging to Bradshaw 
Harrison, situated on the corner of 

Stamps and Lakes Roads, had 300 feet of 
frontage on Quamichan Lake and it had 
buildings which it was felt could easily 
be converted to clubhouse use. Vernon 

Macan was retained to look at the site. In 
the Club Archives there is a letter from 
him dated January 8, 1946, and addressed 
to Tom Gillespie4 acknowledging a 
cheque for services rendered and 
referring to his report on the Harrison 
property. He was very enthusiastic. He 
wrote “…this property…possesses in the 
fullest measure the desirable features of a 
site.” The cost of developing the whole 
project was estimated at $65,000 and it 
was decided not to go ahead until all the 
money had been raised by selling $100 
Membership Shares and Preference 
Shares which would be the first charge 
against the Club. The $65,000 price tag 
proved to be too rich for the immediate 
post war era in Duncan and by July 1946 
the idea had been abandoned. All 
subscribers were repaid in full and the 
$200 odd expense account was paid off 
by the original committee. The Duncan 
golfing community was upset enough to 
publicly present City Council with a 
petition to build a municipal course on 
Indian land. This idea also came to 
nothing. 

By the beginning of 1947 a newly 
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4. Tom Gillespie was the Garner Brothers’ 
bookkeeper. He was a personal friend of Macan. 
5.  The parcel of land consisted of 35.8 acres 
belonging to Mr.W.Armstrong and 42.8 acres 
belonging to Mr.J.Spears. Club Archives #25.40. 
 

An artist’s        
impression of the 

proposed 
Clubhouse which    
appeared in the 

Cowichan Leader 
on April 18, 1946 



consisted partly of cleared farmland but 
most was very heavily treed.6 Mr.Bert 
Evans remembers looking over the land 
and even standing on the highest point 
(where the clubhouse now stands) he 
could see nothing but trees and only the 
faint sounds of cars indicated how close 
he was to the highway. He remembers 
wondering how on earth a golf course 
was ever going to be made here. 
Mr.Macan was again asked to make an 
assessment of this land and in April 1947 
he wrote that he regretted the loss of the 
first site but went on to say that “the 
present site is quite attractive and you 
need have no hesitation in developing a 
course there which can be made 
thoroughly attractive and meritorious.” 
He did however have one caveat, “I did 
notice in the cleared field that a more 
clayey condition existed, and it seems to 
me that there was a considerable amount 
of seepage drainage from the south and 
dealing with that problem will be 
essential.”7 

.Armed with Macan’s report a small 
group of interested citizens called a 
public meeting in April 1947; this was 
held at the Knights of Pythias Hall under 
the auspices of the Duncan Chamber of 
Commerce. One hundred people were 
present. An outline of probable costs was 
shown on a display board by Mr. Jack 
Dobson, Mr. Creighton read Mr .Macan’s 
report, Mr. Joe Garner gave a price of 
$165 per acre to clear the land, 
Mr.Highmoor, a water expert, discussed 
the accessibility of water and, amid rising 
excitement, a motion was finally made 
by Mr.D.Hobson, seconded by Miss Carr 
Hilton, to go ahead with the project. It 
was easily passed and action was 
immediately taken. An Executive was 
formed consisting of W. Seymour, P. 
Lomax, J. Creighton, J. Lawrence, C. 
Wright, W. Christmas, T. Gillespie,  G. 
Dawson, Miss V. Harris,   and Miss Carr 
Hilton. A form letter was sent out to local 
organizations asking for their help and 
support and the former Cowichan Club 

directors were approached about 
acquiring the name and assets of the 
defunct Club.8 Their reply is in our 
archives. Dated May 7, 1947, from the 
Cowichan Golf Club to the “Chairman 
and Committee of the proposed Golf 
Club Duncan” it gives the new club the 
right to use “the whole and or any part of 
the name of our club…” It finishes “We 
shall be pleased to donate to your club — 
when same is in operation — the funds 
that we have on hand and also all 
trophies and cups belonging to the 
Club.”9 One of the signatories was Mr. 
Percy Lomax who became very active in 
the early days of the new club acting as 
Secretary for the first two years. The 
Cowichan Golf and Country Club was on 
its way. 
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“The present site 
is quite attractive 
and you need 
have no 
hesitation in 
developing a 
course there 
which can be 
made thoroughly 
attractive and 
meritorious.” 

6. Club Archives #25.3. 
7. Club Archives #25.3. 
8. Cowichan Leader  April/May, 1947. 
9. Club Archives #25.35. 



The new Club was incorporated as a 
society under the Societies Act on August 
12, 1947,1 and the first round was played 
on June 19, 1949. Between early 1947 
and that June day in 1949 events were 
being played out which constitute a tale 
of high drama, some conflict, great 
dedication and lots of hard work to 
overcome numerous hurdles. The story is 
worth telling in some detail so that the 
contribution will never be forgotten of 
those first Directors, of Vernon Macan 
the architect, of Bill Armstrong who 
directed the work, of the countless 
volunteers who contributed so much of 
the hard labour and of the generous 
donors of equipment, time and money.2  

The estimated cost of the project was 
$25,000 and at an executive meeting in 
May of 1947 it was decided to collect it  
by means of a fund raiser and not to go 
ahead with any expenditure until the full 
amount was reached. At this meeting 
entrance fees were fixed and it was 
hoped that keen prospective golfers 
would join at this time.3 By June $16,500 
had been raised and promises received to 
cover the shortfall, so on June 25 the 
Board wrote to Mr Macan, described as 
“an architect offering the finest 
knowledge available in the Pacific NW,”4 

asking him to design the new course. 

Vernon Macan (1882–1964) was an 
interesting character. In his native Ireland 
he had a reputation as a fine amateur 
golfer. He was trained as a lawyer and 
after he arrived in Victoria in 1910 he 
went to work for the Government 
Division of Lands and Forests. In those 
early years after his arrival he won many 
amateur championships including the 
Pacific Northwest Title in 1913. He 
fought in the Great War of 1914-18 and 

lost his left leg below the knee at Vimy 
in France. Before the War he had, with 
great success, designed Colwood golf 
course; after the War he returned to 
Government work but moonlighted 
designing golf courses. Altogether he 
designed or redesigned some 55 courses 
in B.C., Washington and California and 
is certainly regarded as one of the four 
premier course designers in Canada at 
that time.5 It appears, from his letters, 
that he liked to work in definite stages. A 
first reconnaissance would be followed 
by a thorough walking inspection, using 
a cane because of his war injury; from 
this inspection he drew a grid plan for 
cross sectioning the land. Later visits 
would establish where clearing was to be 
done and fairways mapped out. When all 
this was completed he would study the 
prospective greens areas in situ to ‘feel’ 
the best way to run undulations. 
Depending on the time of year work 
started, all this could take at least one 
season and probably longer. He judged 
his own work in a later letter, writing “I 
have developed a good many courses…
and…it has never been suggested…that 
there were fundamental errors in any of 
my clearing plans. That is due in large 
part to the fact that I have made a 
practice of spending possibly an unusual 
amount of time studying the ground. I 
may be slow, but I like to be sure, since 
subsequent tinkering and alterations are 
likely to prove extremely expensive.”6  

These were certainly the working 

The Beginnings 
 1947 to 1949   

Vernon Macan 

1. Club Archives #25.9. 
2. Club Archives #25.9. The first Directors were W.W.Seymour, P.K.Lomax, 
J.B.Creighton, J.S.Lawrence, Clayton Wright, V.T.Harris (Miss) & 
G.S.Dawson. 
3. Cowichan Leader, May 8, 1947. 
4. J.Parkinson, Club Archives #25.11. 
5. J.Barclay Golf in Canada pp. 362-64. 
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methods used when designing Cowichan. 
He had earlier in the year done a 
reconnaissance of the property and from 
that original visit he thought the 
topography of the ground called for an 
east/west layout. Usually he discouraged 
this sort of development because of the 
problem of playing into the sun; he 
preferred a north/south lay out but this 
proved to be too difficult to achieve on 
this particular site. On July 13 he arrived 
to make the thorough walking inspection 
of the land. It is interesting to note that at 
this time the automobile was not the most 
common mode of travel and usually Mr. 
Macan made the journey by bus7 and 
often stayed overnight.8 Using the July 
inspection and the aerial photos, which 
had been taken in May by Clayton 
Wright and official photographer Mel 
Fletcher from Tommy Garner’s plane, he 
was able to make a rough sketch for cross 
sectioning the land.  

By the end of July the members had 
started ‘running lines’ under the 
supervision of J.B.Green, the surveyor. 
Volunteers did most of this work. 
Clayton Wright has a memory of 
Mr.Christmas, in straw hat, going down 
the proposed first fairway with a little 
hatchet with which to cut lines and tying 
rags to the existing trees that were to be 
retained. As very active long time 

member, Jane Fall, said in a later 
interview, “We worked like beavers to 
get the place up and running.” A 
Cowichan Leader article9 writes that 
there was a sense of urgency to get the 
work completed if seeding was to be 
done in September ready for play to start 
in the Spring. But, as will be seen, the 
work was not done to Macan’s exacting 
standards. 

As always money was a problem and 
ready cash non existent. The Executive, 
in their anxiety and need to get the course 
under way, wrote to Macan in August 
expressing disappointment that at least 
some holes would not be ready for play 
in 1948. This letter exists10 and from 
Macan’s replies we can infer that there 
were also suggestions that Macan was 
not fulfilling his promises and 
comparisons were being drawn with the 
Chemainus course which had been 
started after Cowichan and was already 
being seeded. Macan was incensed. “I 
have repeatedly refused to promise a 
design” he wrote “until I can see the best 
I can obtain out of the ground and I have 
told you in no uncertain terms that I 
wanted the ground cross sectioned and 
pegged N & S, E & W… If the pegs are 
not there, neither I nor the person in 
charge of clearing can perform this work 
accurately.” He dismisses the Chemainus 
seeding as being very foolish and goes on 
to say “I have always refused to say that I 
will have a plan by any set date. I can, of 
course, go over the ground and lay out 9 
holes in pretty quick order - that is 
precisely what I refuse to do.”11 It would 
seem that John Parkinson, a consulting 

Early work on 
the layout 

7. Pete Kenyon remembers that as a boy he 
caddied for Macan in Victoria. Returning to 
Duncan by bus after a visit with his grandparents 
he was recognised by Macan who joined him   
and chatted about golf and golf courses. 
8. George Armstrong, son of Bill Armstrong, 
remembers Macan staying overnight with them 
on the family farm. 
9. Cowichan Leader, July 24, 1947. 
10. Club Archives #25.7. 
11. Club Archives #25.12. 
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horticulturist, was called in to give a 
second opinion. His letter backed Macan 
and Bill Armstrong to the hilt in stating 
that things should not and could not be 
rushed. He suggested that to avoid future 
conflicts and misunderstandings, 
everything should be put in writing.12 
Another letter from Macan leaves no 
doubt as to where he stood. He insisted 
that if he was to stay associated with the 
job his timetable had to be adhered to. He 
planned for the land to be cleared in 
1947, at which time he would produce a 
design, and he planned for the ground to 
be worked through the summer of 1948 
so that by late August there would be a 
clean seedbed ready for planting. When 
all this work was done, play could start 
early in the summer of 1949. The Board 
wisely accepted this and work continued 
as laid out by Macan. 

By September 1947 the clearing plan was 
ready and work had begun on 
implementing it. By November Bill 
Armstrong could report that most of the 
stumps were blown and slashing finished. 
It was, unfortunately, one of the wettest 
Novembers on record so he had had to 
lay off the bulldozer, but much other 
work was being done in the way of 
laying out the fairways ready for 
constructive work in the Spring. 

1948 was spent harrowing the land, 
creating features like the pond on the 
third hole and the deep grass hollow 
running across the sixth hole, building a 
dam and installing a pump to create a 
watering system for the greens. By 
August, President Wally Seymour could 
report to fellow Rotarians that eight and a 
half fairways were now ready for 
ploughing, levelling and forming the 
greens. Mr.Macan would be coming that 
week, he said, to finally locate the greens 
and tees and the whole course would be 
ready for seeding in September with the 
minor exception of the eighth hole which 
had had to be shortened for the time 
being as it required some particularly 

heavy slashing13 An advertisement in the 
Colonist of October 1948 says it all 
“DUNCAN to have Vancouver Island’s 
finest Nine Hole GOLF COURSE — 
ALREADY SEEDED …” and so on. 

With the bad luck that seemed to be the 
norm in those first two years the Spring 
of 1949 was a poor one for growing, with 
very little in the way of rain. In spite of 
this the first rounds were played on 
Sunday, June 19. George Naylor 
remembers that in those first weeks “… 
the fairways looked like a farmer’s field 
… with a spike of grass coming up every 
few inches … a condition of play was 
that you had to use a tee for every shot, 
even the chips. No divots please.” But 
the course was playable and all previous 

conflict was forgotten. At the end of 
1948 the Board had written to Macan 
thanking him for the excellence of his 
work.14 In reply Macan wrote “You are 
well on your way to a fine course. It has 
been a great pleasure and satisfaction to 
be associated with this development. 
Nothing is perfect, but I do feel when all 
the difficulties and problems you have 
had to face are added up, in spite of the 

“I cannot help 
saying how lucky 
your club and I 
are in having            

Bill Armstrong  
in charge of your 

work.” 

12. Club Archives #25.11. 
13. Cowichan Leader, August 5, 1948. 
14. Club Archives #25.24. 
15. Club Archives #25.25. 
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human shortcomings even golf architects 
suffer from, you have a course in 
development which one day you will be 
proud of.”15 Earlier he had written giving 
much credit for the final achievement to 
Bill Armstrong. In the Club Archives is a 
letter in which Macan says “I cannot help 
saying how lucky both your club and 
myself are in having Bill Armstrong in 
charge of your work…for a man without 
previous experience of golf course 

construction it is not short of marvellous 
the result Bill Armstrong has obtained 
and the intelligence and devotion to his 
work he has displayed.”16 

 

 

 

 

The Inaugural Day, planned for Sunday 
August 21, 1949, was to be a great 
occasion. By this time there were 139 16. Club Archives #25.23. 

This photograph appeared in the Victoria Daily Times in 1949. 
Four of the key men behind the new nine hole course. 
Left to right — Mr. W. (Bill) Armstrong, groundsman from the 
beginning, whose work has drawn the praise of all members, 
Mr. Percy Lomax, original Secretary and present Treasurer, 
Mr.W. W. Seymour, first President, and Mr. W. E. (Wilf) 
Christmas, who played a leading part in the drives for funds. 

11 

 
The ad over the page appeared on October 14, 1948.                

It reflects local enthusiasm as the course neared completion.  
Note that Mr A.V.Macan’s name is misspelt.   �   
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paid up members and the Committee 
formed to plan the great event reads like 
a Who’s Who of the early membership 
— Bert Evans, Stan Kirkham, Gil and 
Prest Bruce, Bob Irvine, Jimmy 
Longbourne, C.W.Bird, Cedric King, 
Dave Matthew, Clayton Wright, Norman 
Martin, Jack Stothers, Pete Prest, Bob 
Robinson, Jim Robertson, Art Irvine, 
Alec Johnstone, Joe Garner, George 
Syrotuck, Wilf Christmas and Tom 
Gillespie. To these names may be added 
those of a social Committee run by Miss 
Carr Hilton, Mrs.Christmas and Mrs. 
Irvine. Mr. Lomax looked after the funds 
and ran a membership booth. 

Sunday, August 21, was, unfortunately, a 
showery day but hundreds of people still 
turned out for the event. Bert Evans was 
selling tickets at a table at the entrance 
when the official car of former B.C. 
Premier, Mr. John Hart1, arrived with 

flags flying. Instead of driving through 
the gates the popular onetime Premier 
insisted on stopping and buying a ticket 
even though he was the official opener! 
He was later introduced by Wally 
Seymour2 and officially opened the 
course with a well received speech and 
an inaugural shot described by one 
reporter as “a smack that showed every 
sign of having come from a man who 
derives pleasure rather than profit from 
the game!”3 This opening salvo was 
followed by an 18 hole match played 
between Ben Colk and David Crane, both 
products of the old Cowichan Club, and 
Phil Taylor and Ronnie McLeod, pros 
from Victoria. Colk and Crane paid their 
own expenses and made a donation to the 
new club. They defeated the Victoria 
pros 4 & 3 Colk finishing with a 70, 
Crane and Taylor with 74 and McLeod 
had a nervous 83. 

When tickets were sold for this inaugural 
event lottery tickets were also sold. The 
prize was a six and a half acre property 
bought as part of the original parcel of 
land but not used in the final plan of the 
course. A highlight of the day was the 
drawing of the winning ticket which was 
held by Mrs. S. K. Thorneycroft of    
Vancouver.4  

 

 

 

 

The Beginnings 
    The Inaugural  Day 

On the 1st tee: John Hart speaking into the 
microphone with Ben Colk (left) and David 
Crane (centre) 

1. John Hart was the Premier of B.C. from 
December 1941 to December 1947. 
2. Standing in for the President, John Lawrence, 
who was away on holiday. 
3. The Victoria Daily Times, August 25, 1949. 
4. Daughter of Mr.& Mrs.H.S.Fox who were 
both members of the Club. 
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COWICHAN GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB 
P.O.Box 266, 
Duncan, B.C. 

 
24th August, 1949 

 
Dear Mrs. Thorneycroft, 
   The Directors have asked me to confirm 
that yours was the winning ticket in connection with the drawing  for 
the parcel of land last Sunday. 
 
   To complete the transaction it is now 
necessary for you to make a legal bid for the property. 
After this bid has been made and accepted, the necessary transfer 
of title will be effected. 
 
   In order to save time and  unnecessary  
running around, I would suggest that you make your bid to Mr. 
W. W. Seymour and, at the same time,  give him the necessary     
details as to the manner in which you wish the property registered. 
As  the property is now in his name, he will then be able to  
complete all arrangements. 
 
   The Directors were delighted that yours 
was the winning ticket and wish to congratulate you on your  
good  fortune. 
 
     Yours faithfully, 
 
        S e c r e t a r y 
       (W. G. Chappell) 
 
 
Mrs. S. K. Thorneycroft, 
Box 212, 
Duncan,                    B.C.  
 

Duncan,   B. C. 
 

August 25th 1949 
 
 
The President and Directors 
Cowichan Golf & Country Club, 
Duncan,  B.C. 
 
 
 
Gentlemen, 
 
     I hereby tender the sum of one dollar, (1.00) 
for the purchase of Part of Section 9, Range 1, Cowichan 
District, shown outlined in red on Plan 1041-R and 
covered by Certifcate of Title 177440-I. 
 
 
                     Signed. 
 
 
    C/T to be made in favour of 
          
 

The lucky winning ticket.   

The letters exchanged in arranging 
for Doris Thorneycroft to acquire the 
land she had won5 
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Colk, Crane, Taylor and McLeod putting out. 



The Beginnings 
   F inancing the Pro ject  

Constant shortage of money was a huge 
hurdle which the early Directors had to 
deal with. At that first public meeting 
when the project began Jack Dobson had 
a display board on which he outlined the 
estimated costs of the venture. 

This money was to be raised by a local 
fund raising campaign. As expenses 
multiplied it became increasingly 
obvious that the original estimate was 
woefully inadequate and the first casualty 
was any idea of a clubhouse. Ideas were 
kicked around as to how more money 
could be raised. One was to approach 
local businesses and suggest their 
adopting a fairway at a possible cost of 
$250 each a year but it was decided that a 
more efficient way would be to sell 
debentures. Wilf Christmas accepted the 
considerable challenge of being in charge 
of raising $40,000 by these sales in 
amounts of $50 at 4% p.a. redeemable in 
eighteen years. Eighteen months later, in 
March of 1949, money troubles again 
surfaced and Wally Seymour, the 
President of the Board, told a general 
meeting called for that purpose that a 
further $10,000 was needed to complete 
the course. It was decided that it would 
be a great shame to abandon the project 
now when victory was so close and a 
further sale of debentures was authorised. 
A new committee was formed, still under 

the dedicated and energetic direction of 
Wilfred Christmas; other members were 
Mrs. Olive King and Messrs. 
Longbourne, Bird, Hetherington, and 
Seymour. Their mandate was to go out 
and actively sell this new issue. 
Membership was growing and it was 
planned to keep it limited to 200. It was 
reckoned that the initiation fees and the 
yearly dues of $30 for men, $20 for 
ladies and $10 for juniors2 would provide 
sufficient income to maintain the course 
and develop a fund from which 
debenture holders would eventually be 
bought out. It is certain that, at least in 
the first year, interest was paid at the rate 
of 4% but over the years it became 
increasingly difficult to keep this up. By 
1950 a meeting of debenture holders 
passed a resolution to postpone payment 
of interest for the next three years. In 
1953 a letter from the Board of Directors 
to debenture holders said that interest 
would be paid but it was at the expense 
of any improvements to the course. 
During this time there are several records 
of people who wished to sell or cash in 
their seemingly worthless debentures. 
The answer was always that either they 
were not redeemable at this time or that 
the holder was welcome to try and sell on 
the open market but that it was unlikely 
that there would be any buyers. 

Obviously this was not a very 
satisfactory state of affairs so the 
decision was taken, on the advice of 
Angus Campbell of Boyles Brothers 
Drilling, to form a public company 
organized to acquire the assets of the 
Club. The debentures were to be 
exchanged for shares in a newly formed 

Land $5,650 

Clearing and making course $8,850 

Water $2,500 

Equipment $3,000 

Clubhouse $5,000 

Total $25,000 

1. Cowichan Leader, April 24, 1947. 
2. Club Archives #25.4b. 
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Company on a basis of 4 shares at $30 each 
($120) for each $100 debenture. Thus the 
Cowichan Golf Holdings was incorporated 
in December 19553 and in exchange for 
1,665 shares at $30 each ($49,950) it 
acquired the assets of Cowichan Golf and 
Country Club valued that year at $49,950. 
Over the next 12 years money set aside out 
of revenue by the Club was used to buy 
Cowichan Golf Holding shares from those 
shareholders whose names were ‘drawn’ 
each year at the Meeting of the Holding 
Company held prior to the AGM of the 
Club. The shareholder then received money 
on surrendering his share thus in effect 
receiving a $20 profit on his original 
debenture. This continued until 1966 when 
the Directors of the Club had enough 
money, $11,160, to buy out the last 372 
shares. The Certificate of Title was then 
returned to the Club, but the Cowichan Golf 
Holdings was not finally dissolved until 
October 1972.4  

Money difficulties would have been even 
more of a problem had it not been for the 
donkey work put in by volunteers and for 
the numerous donations made in the form of 
money or loan of machinery. Unfortunately 
the paucity of club records has meant that 
many of these people remain 
unacknowledged by this history. We can 
only hope that they were sufficiently 
appreciated at the time. In the scanty 
records there are some acknowledgements 
and some others come from old timer’s 
memories. In the Club Archive #25.8, dated 
August 1947, there is a letter to Mr. Ferries 
thanking him and the Finning Tractor and 
Equipment Company for the offer of loan of 
machinery. Joe Garner and Reg Haskins 
lent machinery and charged only for fuel 
costs, Clarence Evans lent the equipment to 
dredge the pond on #3, and Bobby Evans, 
who had an Auto Wrecking business, lent 
his wrecker to pull stumps. The cedar 
logged from the site was sold to the Evans’ 
Mill and the money received offset the 
wages of the machine operators. The logs 
were cut into lumber which was then 
returned for use on the course. And we must 

not forget Vernon Macan who worked for a 
reduced fee. In 1947 he wrote “When you 
asked me what I would charge I told you 
$1,000. Thinking it over I would like to 
reduce that to $750 for several reasons…I 
will not be able to devote my time to the 
work except on weekends ….” He was 
certainly a man of honour. 

Even after play had started George Naylor 
remembers that on Wednesday Men’s Night 
golf was not always the order of the day, 
instead men turned up armed with shovels 
and rakes and improved the conditions on 
the course. Holes number nine and five 
needed the most work because errant shots 
here were buried in great 6-8 foot piles of 
trees and tree roots. Bert Evans remembers 
many ‘burning bees’ and as late as April 
1950 the golf report in the Cowichan Leader 
contained a plea for work parties to pick up 
stones on the new fairways. This same spirit 
of active member involvement in the 
development of the course was again in 
evidence when, thirty five years later, it 
expanded to eighteen holes. During 
construction of the new nine there were 
many ‘work bee’ evenings when members, 
old and young, walked in line down the 
roughly laid out fairway areas clearing them 
of all foreign matter. 

 

 

3. The first officers of the Company  were:- 
W.W.Seymour, President, R.B.Evans, Sec/Treas. 
4. Information about the financial dealings come for 
Club Archives #3, 11, 15, 25, 31, 33 & 36.   
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Aerial photo showing the original course and land acquired for expansion. 
The Cowichan Bay Road runs across the top and the Island Highway 
diagonally from top left to bottom right.  
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There is a scrap book in the Clubhouse1 
which contains a newspaper cutting, 
unfortunately not dated but internal 
evidence2 puts the date as sometime in 
1949, which contains a letter written by 
Bruce Powel. The editor’s note states that 
“Mr. Powel has not been a member of the 
committee and has given personal and 
financial support only.” The letter is 
worth quoting in some detail. “Sir” he 
writes “I am sure that the residents of the 
Cowichan District generally are not 
aware of the wonderful asset we now 
have in the Cowichan Golf and Country 
Club. The course, designed by 
Mr.A.V.Macan of Victoria, is laid out to 
make it interesting and a test of good golf 
and will in time develop into a very fine 

course.” He goes on to 
describe each hole — 
“Number 1, 370 yards, 
par 4; the tee is elevated, 
the approach to the green 
being level. Number 2, 
370 yards, par 4; fairway 
level with rise to the 
green, many approach 
shots will stop short on 
this hole. Number 3, 190 
yards, par 3; this is a 
sporty one shotter, the 

tee is raised, a 140 to 160 yard carry 
lands in a gully in front of the green, too 
much to the left and you land in a pond. 
This will be a feature hole. Number 4, 
460 yards, this will be a tough par 4 even 
for the long hitter; it has a gentle rise 
from the tee for about 260 yards, then 
levels off to the green. Number 5, 380 
yards, par 4; a slight dogleg to the right; 
you will have to place your drive to the 
left of the fairway to open up the green. 
Number 6, 360 yards, par 4; a 210 yard 
drive up the slope and you can see the 

green. Number 7, 130 yards, par 3; will 
take a good pitch shot to hold the green. 
Number 8, 200 yards, par 3; this will 
eventually be about 460 yards par 4.3 
Due to heavy clearing the full length will 
not be ready for some time. Number 9, 
325 yards, par 4; this green being on top 
of a rise will not be as easy as it looks.” 
The letter finishes by urging people to 
join now or face the possibility of a long 
waiting list.  

Although the ‘bones’ of the course were 
good it remained in a very raw state for 
those first few years. Piles of brush and 
branches lay between the fairways. At 
least one old time member remarked they 
were so high that they provided privacy 
for any player in need of a ‘comfort 
station’ during his/her round! The rough 
remained so long that Vean Edie, 
assistant greenskeeper for seventeen 
years, used a scythe to cut it and took the 
resulting hay home to feed his animals.4 
He remembers finding many strange 
things, other than clubs and balls, the 
strangest being a pair of binoculars 
obviously lost some considerable time 
previously. Bill Armstrong touring the 
course after the day’s work with his dog 
used to find as many as twenty balls — 
expensive results of errant shots. 

In those early years ‘clearing work bees’5 

continued and much work refining the 
course was carried on; work like tiling 

The Course 
The Early Years 

Tom Gillespie and 
W.J.Prest on the 6th 
(today’s 12th) green 
with Cowichan Bay 
and Mt.Tzouhalem in 
the background. 
The Daily Colonist, 
June 4, 1950. 

1. Club Archives #3. 
2. A reference to “seeding done last fall.” 
3. The first recorded Hole-in-One was made here 
on May 25, 1950, by Ken Nicol of Port Alberni. 
4. When he retired  he was made an Honorary 
Member and given a $1,000 bond in recognition 
of his long service. 
5. Cowichan Leader April 27, 1950, had a 
request to all players to pick up stones as they 
played their rounds. 
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and draining the area around the greens 
and extending the tees themselves. In 
March 1952 Macan came, at the 
invitation of the Board, to inspect the 
course and make suggestions for future 
work. His letter reporting his findings is 
in the Club Archives.6 On the whole he 
thought that the progress made was 
satisfactory but he did identify some 
areas where improvements would make a 
great deal of difference. The first and 
most important problem to be addressed 
was the poor drainage — solving this 
would, he wrote, be costly but was 
essential; he also thought it essential that 
the water storage be increased. His last 
recommendation was to install a putting 
green. He thought that locating it might 
be difficult as the obvious area outside 
the clubhouse would also be ideal as a 
‘sitting out’ area for members in the 
summertime. The members thought that 
the decks on the new clubhouse served 
this purpose and the putting green was 
built on its present site. It was largely the 
work of Ed Mould and Clayton Wright 
Senior. 

By February 1956 the Greens and 
Grounds Chairman could report that all 
clearing and levelling was complete and 
that the eighth hole was now playing to 
its originally planned length of 478 

yards.7 Open drainage ditches had been 
dug across the first and second fairways 
to drain into the pond on #3.8 When this 
basic work was completed the Board 
turned its attention to adding refinements, 

6. Club Archives #25.29. 
7. Cowichan Leader, March 1956. 
8. These were covered with wire and later filled 
in when drainage pipe was installed in the 70s. 
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The new course 

Compare this 1958  score card with the course          
description on page 19                                



like bunkers, to the course. In early 1957 
we read a letter from Bill Fowle, the 
Club Secretary, to the RCGA asking for 
advice about building bunkers, as, at that 
time, the course had none.9 The advisory 
reply led to an ongoing process over the 
years of creating bunkers in strategic 
places; as late as 1972, when John Frisch 
was Greens and Grounds Chairman, two 
more were added on holes #4 and #7.10 
Luckily for the Club, Bill Armstrong 
remained for several years as Head 
Greenskeeper. On his retirement he and 
his wife were given Life Memberships. 
His place was taken by Tom Balding. Pat 
O’Brien remembers that in those years 
there were just two men, Tom Balding 
and Vean Edie, working on the course. 
Sometimes more help was employed to 
cope with the extra Spring work. This 
arrangement would not have been 
possible without the continued volunteer 
help from members — especially the 
Senior members. Fred Mills Junior 
remembers coming home on leave from 
the Army and immediately being 
recruited by his father, Fred Mills Senior, 
to join a group of Fred Senior’s buddies 
to go out to the Club armed with 
wheelbarrows, rakes and shovels rather 
than golf clubs to do whatever was 
necessary on that day.  

Other Head Greenskeepers in those early 
years were Norm Boden, Irven Smith, 
Gordon Wing, Stan Kazmerchyck and 
Tom Yeagher. Boden, who also held the 
position of Assistant Pro, left in 1970 to 
become the Pro at March Meadows. Irv 
Smith, who lived in a trailer parked on 
Club property, joined the grounds crew 
in 1971 and his remuneration included 
full membership. He became Greens 
Superintendent in 1973 but resigned in 
1974 to take on the job of barman in the 
Clubhouse. Later holders of the position 
of Course Superintendent have been Pip 
Holmes (1984–86), Bob Bergstrom 
(1986–89), Kirk Harris (1989–94) and 
Ted Hunt (1994-97). 

After the first few expensive years some 
members thought that such a complete 
state should have been reached that there 
should no longer be any need for capital 
expenditure. One in fact expressed this to 
Macan in 1952 but Macan thought of a 
golf course as being a growing, ever-
changing thing as a result of the demands 
made on it in the way of wear and tear, 
natural growth, changes in members’ 
needs, changes in environment and 
changes in demographics. In the history 
of the Cowichan Golf and Country Club 
there have always been farsighted Board 
and Club members who wished to move 
ahead and there have always been 
members who, content with the status 
quo, were unwilling to spend money. In 
practical terms this has meant that every 
change and every advance has only been 
achieved after long fought battles. At one 
end of the Club saga Macan, inspecting 
the course in March 1952, could, in 
answer to the member who thought that 
no more expenditure should be 
necessary, write11 that such a state was 
almost never the case. He finished his 
letter by saying “As I see it you cannot 
hope to do much at the Cowichan Golf 
and Country Club unless your members 
will provide more money …” At the 
other end of the story Board President, 
Charles Phillips, said much the same 
thing when he addressed the Club just 
after the expansion to eighteen holes in 
1985.12 In his speech at that time he said 
that voluntary work and donations of 
materials and money by members and 
local merchants had done much to 
improve the course and the buildings and 
had helped keep annual dues to a 
minimum. He also said that expenditures 
of any large sums had always been hotly 
debated. He pointed out that machines 
had either been rented or bought second 
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9. Club Archives #1.4 - 7. 
10. This well placed one on #7 (now #13) was 
filled in when the course expanded to 18 holes. 
11. Club Archives #1.3 & #25.9. 
12. Club Archives #7. 



hand entailing frequent and expensive 
repairs and salaries of Club employees 
had been lower than comparable jobs 
elsewhere leading to low morale and a 
constant turnover of staff. He added that 
farsighted Boards had gradually changed 
these conditions but no change had been 
achieved without a struggle. He 
concluded by saying that the Club, to 
remain viable, must constantly move 
forward and be prepared to spend money.  

Over the years there have been several 
arenas for these ‘battles for change.’ The 
first major one was fought over the 
installation of an irrigation system. 
Originally drainage ditches were dug to 
drain into the pond on the third hole (now 
the eleventh) where water was conserved 
by means of a dam. This was meant to 
provide enough water to irrigate the 
greens and was, in those early years, all 
the Club could afford. However 1951 
was a particularly dry year and the newly 
made greens only just managed to 
survive — thanks to Bill Armstrong. The 
advances made by 1952 had impressed 
Macan but, with the 1951 drought in 
mind, he did stress the need to increase 
the water storage system. In 1954 the 
Board rented a very small section of the 
Armstrong farm adjacent to the pond on 
a 99 year lease for $1.00 a year 
specifically for the water rights “…to 
take and use the said lands for the 
purpose of collecting and storing water.” 
Fred Mills Senior lent his expertise to the 
Club by helping to construct the dam and 
spillway which regulated the water thus 
conserved. This system did provide water 
for the greens but in the hot Valley 
summers the fairways got very burnt thus 
compromising the quality of play. Over 
the next seventeen years small changes 
and adaptations were made as can be 
seen by reading the yearly Greens and 
Grounds reports, but every summer the 
course continued to burn and every 
summer Greens and Grounds Committee 
members were frustrated by these 
conditions. 

In 1971 John Frisch13 working with 
Clayton Wright Senior and the 
engineering firm of Plato and Schneider 
did an exhaustive study on ways and 
means to irrigate the course. At the AGM 
that year Frisch gave a report on their 

findings and made a motion to install an 
irrigation system. He estimated that the 
cost of $43,000 would be manageable if a 
loan was raised to be repaid by assessing 
all members $20 each or $30 per couple a 
year for ten years. After a tense 
discussion and the call for a secret ballot 
the motion was defeated by 56 votes to 
44. At the AGM the following year John 
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The old 3rd 
in the early 

70s 

Almost the 
same view 

showing the 
present 11th. 

13. President of the Board 1970, Greens and 
Grounds Chairman 1971. Club Archives #9.3. 



Frisch, again Greens and Grounds 
Chairman, gave in his report another well 
reasoned argument in favour of the 
installation of an irrigation system. 

He said that, although the Club now had 
enough land to expand, its 315 
membership was not enough to sustain an 
18-hole layout. He suggested instead that 
by installing an irrigation system the 
ensuing benefits would make Cowichan 
the best 9-hole course on the Island. 
Nothing was done that year but in 
February 1973 an Extraordinary General 
Meeting was called by the new President, 

Bill Morrow, for the express purpose of 
voting on the installation of an irrigation 
system. At this meeting David Wright 
outlined the proposed financial 
arrangements and Gary LaCroix, the new 
Greens and Grounds Chairman, spoke 
about the vital need for an efficient 
system and, when the vote was taken, the 
count was in favour by a margin of 77 to 
34. The Board was empowered to borrow 
up to $90,000 for that purpose. The final 
cost came in at a figure of $64,000. The 
work was done by ProTurf Ltd. who put 
in a Toro 2-Line Automatic Water 
Sprinkler System. A new pump house 
was built by Bradshaw Construction for 
$2,468 and Hamilton Electric did the 
wiring for $1,173. By April the work was 
completed. On May 26 a great party 
celebrated the turning on of the 
sprinklers. Not everyone was pleased, 
John Frisch does remember getting 
‘heck’ from a nameless lady member 
who had enjoyed the long drives allowed 
by the dry conditions! But most members 
thoroughly approved “…the irrigation 
system which, when finally installed, 
transformed brown parched fairways to 
attractive lush green ones.” 
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The above 
picture  shows 
the old 6th tee 
with Armstrong 
farm barn in the 
background 

This picture, 
taken in 1997 
from the same 
place as the 
picture above, 
shows the present 
12th tee and 5th 
green with 
Mt.Prevost in the 
distance  



FFrom the very first there were members 
who thought in terms of the Cowichan 
Golf and Country Club eventually being 
an 18-hole course and with this in mind 
they made sure that they were aware of 
any land adjacent to Club land coming on 
the market. Of course not everyone 
agreed. Bert Evans1 remembers one 
particularly acrimonious Board meeting 
when the Armstrong farm came up for 
sale. After much discussion the motion to 
buy was defeated and the money was 
spent on a new mower. 

In the years 1965–1967 two Board 
Presidents were active in acquiring land 
for the Club. They were Jack Gallagher 
and Bradshaw Harrison. In May 1966 a 
10-acre parcel of land was bought from 
the Griffith family for $4,320.75. In 1967 
15 acres belonging to the Dodsworths 
were acquired for $20,000. This was the 
original Armstrong farm, and the original 
farmhouse remained rented out adding 
$75 a month2 to the Club income. These 
purchases extended the land owned by 
the Club to the Cowichan Bay Road, but 
one remaining parcel of land was needed 
to complete ownership of this corner and 
when John Ryan died in 1972 his 9-acre 
lot was bought for $12,000 from his 
heirs.3  These negotiations were carried 
on by John Frisch and Bill Morrow. 

Meanwhile at the South end of the course 
a 10-acre parcel of land bordered by the 
Highway and Skeecullis Road was 
bought in 1969.4 It was not immediately 
usable as it was separated from the rest of 
Club property by 2¼ acres belonging to 
Chris Mattin. It was important to try and 
join the two pieces of land and in 
November 1978 a motion was passed 
enabling the Board to go ahead with 
negotiations to buy the Mattin land. 
There followed some difficult and long 
drawn out discussions handled by John 
Newbold, at that time Vice President of 
the Board. The Mattins were 
contemplating building but were  very 
open to any suggestions the Club might 
come up with, like exchanging it for 

another similar sized plot, a similar 
distance from Duncan. The Board were 
unable to find such a piece of land and 
instead suggested an exchange be made 
for that part of the Skeecullis parcel of 
land closest to the highway. 
Unfortunately a perk test done by the 
Highways Department failed, the 
building inspector refused to issue a 
building permit and the exchange fell 
through. Agreement was not finally 
reached until March 1980 when the Club 
at last acquired this 2¼-acre piece of land 
for $33,092.54.5 This expenditure was 
financed by a loan from the Bank of 
Commerce repayable in 3 years. It was a 
most important acquisition because it 
gave the Club the option to expand in a 
direction which did not involve a lot of 
expensive land fill.  

 

Rumblings about ‘going 18’ surfaced as 
early as 1966. In that year Pat O’Brien in 
his capacity as Club Secretary wrote to 
Mr.Maze of the BCGA asking advice 
about a ‘bit of a problem we have.’ He 
wrote that membership in all categories 
was getting toward 300 and he would 
like to know the average number of 
players a 9-hole course could 
accommodate. Maze forwarded his letter 
to Mr.Robinson, Director of the Green 
Section of the RCGA in Toronto. 
Robinson’s reply is on file.1 It was not 
much use for solving the Club’s original 
problem but is worth quoting as a 
‘period’ piece far removed from today’s 
realities of finance, numbers and political 
correctness! He wrote that he was not 
familiar with 9-hole courses but he could 
quote the experience of two courses in 
Ontario – one in an affluent area felt that 
they could accommodate 400 men 
members with their wives and 
dependents but only because many of 
them were old and/or travelled a lot! 
Another club, he wrote, found their 
course became crowded and unpleasant if 
they permited their male membership to 
exceed 400! He finished his letter by 
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Compare this map with the aerial photograph on page 17. 



saying that he knew of From From the 
very first there were members who 
thought in terms of the Cowichan Golf 
and Country Club eventually  being an 
18-hole course and with this in mind they 
made sure that they were aware of any 
land adjacent to Club Land coming on 
the market. Of course not everyone 
agreed. Bert Evans1 remembers one 
particular acrimonious Board meeting 
when the Armstrong farm came up for 
sale. After much discussion the motion to 
buy was defeated and the money was 
spent on a new mower. 

In the years 1965-1967 two Board 
Presidents were active in acquiring land 
for the Club. They were Jack Gallagher 
and Bradshaw Harrison. In May 1966 a 
10- acre parcel of land was bought from 
the Griffith family for $4,320.75. In 1967 
15 acres belonging to the Dodsworths 
were acquired for $20,000. This was the 
original Armstrong farm, and the original 
farmhouse remained rented out, adding 
$75 a month2 to the Club income. These 
purchases extended the land owned by 
the Club to the Cowichan Bay road, but 
one remaining parcel of land was needed 
to complete ownership of this corner and 
when John Ryan died in 1972 his 9-acre 
lot was bought for $12,000 from his 
heirs3 These negotiations were carried on 
by John Frisch and Bill Morrow. 

Meanwhile at the South end of the course 
a 10-acre parcel of land bordered by the 
Highway and Skeecullis Road was 
bought in 1969.4 It was not immediately 
usable as it was separated from the rest of 
the Club property by 2¼ acres belonging 
to Chris Mattin. It was important to try to  
join the two pieces of land and in 
November 1978 a motion was passed 

enabling the Board to go ahead with 
negotiations to buy the Mattin land. 
There followed some difficult and long 
drawn out discussions handled by John 
Newbold, at that time Vice President of 
the Board. The Mattins were 
contemplating building but were very 
open to any suggestions the Club might 
come up with, like exchanging it for 
another similar sized plot, a similar 
distance from Duncan. The Board were 
unable to find such a piece of land and 
instead suggested an exchange be made 
for that part of the Skeecullis parcel of 
land closest to the highway. 
Unfortunately a perk test done by the 
Highways Department failed, the 
building inspector     refused to issue a 
building permit and the exchange fell 
through. Agreement was not finally 
reached until March 1980 when the Club 
at last acquired this 2¼ -acre piece of 
land for $33,092.54.5  This expenditure 
was financed by a loan from the Bank of 
Commerce repayable in 3 years. It was a 
most important acquisition because it 
gave the Club the option to expand in a 
direction which did not involve a lot of 
expensive land fill.                                                  

 

The Course 
 The Acquisition of Land 1966 - 1980 
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1. A  member  from the beginning  and  Presi- 
dent of the Board in 1955. 
2. Club Archives #27. 
3. Club Archives #28. 
4. The land consisted of an 8-acre parcel 
belonging to Mr Whittaker which the Club 
acquired for $8,000 cash, and a 2.4-acre parcel 
belonging to the Millers which the Club acquired 
for $2,000 cash and five years Club dues.  
5. Club Archives #30. 
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Rumblings about ‘going 18‘ surfaced as 
early as 1966. In that year Pat O‘Brien in 
his capacity as Club Secretary wrote to 
Mr. Maze of the BCGA asking advice 
about a ‘bit of a problem we have.’ He 
wrote that membership in all categories 
was getting towards 300 and he would 
like to know the average number of 
players a 9-hole course could 
accommodate. Maze forarded his letter to 
Mr. Robinson, Director of the Green 
Section of the RCGA in Toronto. 
Robinson’s reply is on file.1  It was not 
much use for solving the Club‘s original 
problem but is worth quoting as a 
‘period‘ piece far removed from today‘s 
realities of finance, numbers and political 
correctness! He wrote that he was not 
familiar with 9-hole courses but he could 
quote the experiences of two courses in 
Ontario – one in an affluent area felt that 
it could accommodate 400 men  members 
with their wives and dependents but only 
because many of them were old and/or 
travelled a lot! Another club, he wrote, 
found their course became crowded and 
unpleasant if they permitted their male 
membership to exceed 400! He finished 
his letter by saying that he knew “some 
18 hole courses that never permit their 
male membership to exceed 350….” and 
went on to say “this usually results in 
rather comfortable and pleasant golfing 
conditions!!”2 

In 1969 ideas began to take a concrete 
turn when Norm Boden was deputed by 
the Board to contact Ernie Brown3 to 
come and walk the course and advise on 
expansion. This was done but such ideas 
were still only the dreams of a few. In 
November 1969 the newly elected Board 
created an Expansion Chair; the position 
was held by Clayton Wright Senior. He 

researched the whole question very 
thoroughly and, at the AGM in 1970, he 
reported on the results of his 
consultations with the National Golf 
Foundation in Chicago and the Golf 
Architects Inc. as well as the RCGA and 
Ernie Brown. The two main points to 
emerge were that any club wanting to 
support 18 holes would need a 
membership of 600 (in 1970 the 
membership of the CGCC was 490 in all 
categories) and a local population of 
between fifty and sixty thousand. At that 
time the population of Duncan was thirty 
five thousand. In the light of these figures 
it would seem that it was safe to say that 
if the membership wanted ‘to go 18’ it 
would probably mean a fairly hefty 
assessment and a considerable increase in 
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The Course 
Expansion 

1. All this correspondence is in Club Archives 
#32.1. 
2. The exclamation marks and italics are mine - 
Author. 
3. Ernie Brown was a well known Pro. He 
founded the Ernie Brown Golfing Services for 

1983 President 
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dues. Clayton’s conclusion was that, at 
this time, the Club would be better 
advised to invest in a sprinkler system 
and wait to expand. 

In the fall of 1973, after the members 
had, for the whole season, enjoyed the 
lush fairways produced by the new 
sprinkler system, Gary LaCroix, the 
Greens and Grounds Chairman, reported 
that his priority for the following year 
would be the planning and construction 
of another nine holes. In 1974 the first of 
many, many committees was formed to 
look into expansion. This first one was 
headed by Tom Kerrone and Don Munro. 
They were besieged by suggestions and 
plans. Amongst others, drawings were 
made by golf pro Ernie Tait and 
submitted for Board approval, later golf 
architect Norm Woods gave estimates of 
the cost of expansion and included his 
fees in a final figure, then in October the 
Board asked another golf architect, 
Gordon McKay, to come to the Club. He 
walked the course and gave a price for 
his work which would include a $1,000 
retainer and a $100 a day to design a 
course and mark out the fairways. He 
reckoned that it would be a five day job. 

In 1975 Earle Bradshaw as President of 
the Board appointed a new committee 
consisting of Bob Chambers, Bill 
Morrow, Tom Kerrone and Dan Bird.4 
Their mandate was to look into either 
using the land the Club already owned or 
to relocate altogether and if so, where. 
Aerial photos were studied, possible 
plans drawn up and costs of both options 
detailed; it was decided to abandon the 
idea of relocation as it seemed to be the 
most expensive and least feasible of the 
two options. Their reports were exhibited 
in the Club for members’ input but 
nothing positive resulted and the idea 
was allowed to lie fallow. 

By 1977 the membership in all categories 
was 689 and a very active Board revived 
talks about expansion. In June of that 
year, a special committee headed by Ken 

Worthington was formed with the 
specific mandate to answer two questions 
— do we need another nine holes and, if 
so, where will they go?5 This committee 
too, studied aerial photographs, walked 
the course and surveyed the newly 
acquired areas. Gerry Chaster, a 
landscape architect, was consulted and he 
arrived at a completion figure of 
$600,000 based on expansion using the 
land going north to the Cowichan Bay 
Road. In January 1978 a fresh committee 
was formed with John Newbold as the 
Chairman. Other members were Ken 
Worthington, Fred Mills Junior, Vic Gill, 
Bill Thompson, Shorts Collins, Duffy 
Chaster, Tom Kerrone and Dave Pearson. 
The results of their work, written by John 
Newbold, were printed in a very 
comprehensive report6 that covered all 
aspects of expansion including costs and 
methods of financing the project as well 
as the almost certain impact on members 
in the way of dues increase and 
assessments. It pointed out that the 
present Clubhouse would probably not be 
big enough to accommodate the increase 
in traffic generated by the extra nine 
holes and went on to say that the 
probable increase in green fee players 
and members would necessitate the 
appointment of a manager. This report 
was circulated amongst the members and 
at a special meeting called for June 20, 
1978, the motion to expand to 18 holes 
was defeated. The following year 
President Carl Norman would say in his 
AGM address that the Club could not 
stand still and stagnate; that last year had, 
perhaps, been too early to contemplate 
expansion but it was just around the 
corner and the Club must be prepared to 
move forward to meet the extra 
challenge. 

By 1980 it was generally accepted that 
expansion would take place. In a 1983 
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4. Club Archives #30.6a. 
5. Club Archives #9.4. 
6. Club Archives #32.4, 4a, 5. 
7. President of the Board. 
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interview with The Cowichan News Tom 
Kerrone7 gave some of the reasons for 
expanding. He pointed out that with 
about 700 members the 9-hole course had 
become too crowded and it was largely 
juniors who suffered by not being able to 
get tee times; at the other end of the scale 
he suggested that the Club should take 
advantage of the fact that more and more 
seniors were settling in the area and were 
interested in playing golf. After the 
acquisition of the Mattin land the pro-
expansionists could think in terms of 
developing to the south, a move which 
would involve less capital expenditure 
than the 1977–78 plans. In August 1981 
an Expansion Working Committee 
(EWC) was formed8 which did not 
contain any Board members but was 
responsible to the Board. This new 

committee, consisting of Chairman Ken 
Worthington, Les Way, Jim Patterson 
and Jim Saunders, was given 
considerable powers. Their mandate was 
to investigate ways and means of 
expanding to 18 holes and to draw up a 
five-year plan to effect this. They were 
authorised to sell timber and the monies 
raised would be put into a specially 
formed Expansion Account.9 In 
September Ken Worthington would 

report to the Board that the logging could 
harvest as much as $8,00010 and that 
general clearing was well under way. 
This clearing had started when the Board 
had earlier decided to take advantage of 
the government initiative to combat high 
unemployment figures by participating in 
their Winter Works and, later, ‘Need’ 
Programs. These two together provided 
the labour to clear the course and saved 
the Club something in the region of 
$300,000. The ‘Need’ force of thirty five 
men and women working for twenty 
weeks was supervised by Les Way. He 
thought highly of the calibre of their 
work and he himself put in many, many 
hours working with them. According to 
Charles Phillips, in a later tribute, Les 
was out there at 6.30 every morning, rain 
or shine, to supervise the work of 

clearing and fencing. Fred Dougan 
logged the timber under an arrangement 
whereby he took half the profits of the 
lumber sold and Les increased the Club’s 
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8 & 9. Board Minutes August 1981, lent by Pat 
King.  
10.  The final figure was considerably more. 
11.  The Club is indebted to Les for keeping 
very exact records of the day to day work and 
sales made at this time. They are invaluable 
primary sources for the Club Archives. See Club 
Archives #41.  

Proposed  
expansion plan, 

April 1981 
 

(Plan layout 
 and drawing by       

Ken Worthington) 

“Les was out 
there at 6.30   

every morning    
rain or 

shine…” 



bers, thereby netting another $5,927. 11  

In 1981 Ken Worthington drew up the 
first plan for expansion using the Mattin 
and Skeecullis lands. Altogether the 
EWC produced three working plans and 
in May the Board and representatives 
from each of the member divisions met 
to discuss them. Les Way discussed the 

pros and cons of each one and Jim 
Patterson put forward his own proposal - 
plan X - which involved heavy use of a 
steep sloped area. The representatives 
took copies away, discussed them with 
their separate memberships and returned 
a week later with their choices - an 

overwhelming acceptance of Ken 
Worthington’s plan B. At this point 
another sub-committee was formed 
consisting of Clayton Wright Senior, 
Clayton Wright Junior and Gordon Grier 
to look into financing the expansion and 

the cost of maintaining 18 holes. By this 
time the fairways had been largely 
mapped out and cleared and what was 
now needed was an estimate for what 
work remained in the way of grading and 
seeding fairways and creating tees and 
greens. An extraordinary general meeting 
called for June 28, 1983, chaired by 
Ralph Canning, was attended by both the 
EWC and the special committee formed 
to study costs. Their reports together 
noted that fairways would be completely 
cleared by the end of the ‘Need’ program 
in September and the finance committee 
suggested a provisional figure of 
$250,000 would cover the cost of 
completing the development. The 
meeting wholeheartedly (only 3 opposing 
votes) supported the work of the EWC 
and gave the Board the mandate to 
continue with the ‘Need’ Program. Once 
the basic work was done other general 
meetings would be called to study all the 
options and sanction further expenditure.  

The contract to complete the work was 
advertised and three firms put in bids and 
yet another committee, chaired by Brian 
Steininger, and with members Les Way, 
Ken Worthington, Ron Loiselle, Les 
Atchison, Gwyn Hughes and Ralph 
Canning reviewed the bids and made a 
comprehensive study of work still to be 
done with the costs involved. This 
i n t e r e s t i n g  r e p o r t1 2  c o v e r s 
recommendations on the design of the 
new course, the contractor to be 
employed, the irrigation system to be 
used, the water supply, the building of an 
equipment shed, a cart shed, a paved 
parking lot and a driving range and 
finished with suggestions about financing 
the work. The course work was itemized 
in order of priority with a cost beside 
each item so that the membership could 
accept various degrees of completion. 
The whole package for all twelve items 
on the list came with a price tag of 
$327,000. The Board decided that this 
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was too much at that time and selected 
items 1 through 6 which covered the 
contractor, the materials, an irrigation 
system and installation thereof, a pump 
and water supplement for a total of 
$256,000. It was decided to accept the 
committee’s recommendation to use Dan 
Kitsul Land Development Ltd who were 
not only the lowest bidder but also came 
with good recommendations from 
Whistler and Gallagher Golf Clubs. A 
special meeting on March 11, 1984, gave 
the Board, presided over by Gordon 
Grier, the mandate to borrow up to 
$256,000 to complete the project. 
Members were also given the opportunity 
to help by each lending the Club $500 to 
be repaid in 10 years; those members 
who did not lend the Club money were to 
be assessed $50 a year for the next 10 
years. In fact over the next few years all 
the items on the Steininger Committee 
list were added to the Club facilities, i.e. 
an equipment shed, a new Pro Shop, a 
power cart shed and a paved parking lot. 

By July 1984 the construction was 

complete and members turned out for 
‘work bees.’ In some cases they were the 
very same members who had done 
exactly the same work thirty six years 
earlier when the course was new. These 
work bees were organized by Committee 

Member Ron Loiselle. He had members 
walking in lines down the new fairways 
in the panhandles picking up stones 
which were stacked at the side of the 
course ready for the grounds crew to pick 
up the next day. After many such 
sessions the fairways were ready to seed 

for play to begin in 1985. As always, the 
Senior Men’s section made an invaluable 
contribution. A group got together and 
using Gerry Mudge’s truck and gas 
driven cement mixer they collected 
aggregate from Hillside Gravel Supplies, 
mixed the cement, dug holes and poured 
the cement to anchor the permanent tee 
markers and ball cleaners. Ralph Canning 
carved the Thunderbird tee markers that 
graced the tees ready for opening day. 

The official opening took place on June 
25, 1985. This was truly a gala day. The 
weather was fine and a buffet lunch, 
hosted by Charles Phillips, President of 
the Board, was attended by Lieutenant 
Governor Robert Rogers, his wife and 
more than two hundred invited guests 
and local dignitaries including M.L.A. 
Barbara Wallace, mayors of both Duncan 
and North Cowichan and B.C. Golf 
Association Executive Director Les 
Howard. After lunch the official party 
was piped onto the first tee (now the 
tenth). Opening speeches were followed 
by cutting the ribbon and ceremonial 
opening drives by four charter members  
— Jane Fall,   Louise Tassin, Clayton 
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ting the ribbon and ceremonial opening 
drives by four charter members – Jane 

Fall, Louise Tassin, Clayton Wright and 
Bert Evans. The new eighteen hole 
Cowichan course was in play. 

The most immediate effect was a large 
increase in the number of rounds played. 
In that first summer there were 1,500 
more rounds than the same period the 
year before.13 This type of growth has 
continued over the subsequent years and, 
particularly in the summer months, the 
course is in use literally from dawn to 
dusk. 

Since that time there have been several 
changes — the nines have been reversed, 
a new tee has been constructed on #1314 

at a lower level, several tees have been 
enlarged to cope with the increased 
traffic and cart paths have been 
constructed. A lot of thought has been 
given to beautifying the course and to 
this end some very imaginative work has 
been done. The first tee signs used were 
the work of Ralph Canning and Ron 
Loiselle.15 When the new eagle logo was 
adopted the signs too were changed and 
now company sponsored, carved and 
painted wooden signs briefly describing 
each hole dominate every tee. Members 
have donated inscribed benches for every 
tee16 and rhododendron bushes and bulbs 
have been generously planted to augment 
the original beauty of the course setting. 
The planting and design work of the 

gardens is an ongoing process carried out 
by Paul Fisher. In the interests of 
ecologically sound course management 
nesting boxes have been placed around 
the boundaries and the Club has become 
a member of the Audubon Society.   

In 1988 the President of the Board, Les 
Atchison, supported by some other  
Board members, felt that there should be  
a comprehensive plan forming a 
permanent blueprint to which future 
Boards could refer when making 
changes. Obviously anything so far 
reaching would have to be the result of 
professional advice and they consulted a 
White Rock firm, Cornish and Robinson, 
who specialized in the work of avoiding 
what Bill Robinson called the ‘musical 
chair’ type of planning whereby 
improvements suggested or implemented 
by one Board were negated or rescinded 
by subsequent Boards. Robinson made 
numerous visits to the Club and worked 
closely with Bruce Tapp, the 
Professional, Sid Murdoch, the Club 
Manager, and a committee made up of 
members representing all divisions and 
all standards of play. After months of 
consultation and meetings Mr. Robinson 
finally wrote a report containing sixty 
three recommendations which were 
priorised and the costs estimated. It was 
pointed out to the members that there 
were no time limits on when these 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w o u l d  b e 
implemented. They could be done at 
once or take twenty years. This report is 
in the Club Archives and makes very 
interesting reading.17 Two major needs 
were identified — the drainage problem 
and the lack of adequate practice 
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13. Progress ’86 May 1, 1986. 
14. An interesting trivia — the first hole-in-one 
on the new course was registered by Jill 
Brockway, a senior lady member, on this hole 
playing  as #4 before the nines were reversed. 
15. See below p.85. 
16. See below p.85. 
17 Club Archives #41. 
18. In 1988 the holes were still being played the 
other way around. 
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facilities. To solve both problems at the 
same time Robinson suggested the 
building of an aquatic driving range 
where the ninth hole ran.18 That hole 
would be rebuilt and rerouted closer to 
the road with mounds placed to 
discourage balls from reaching the 
highway and upsetting the flow of traffic. 
Gary LaCroix and Ken Worthington 
travelled throughout the Lower Mainland 
and Washington State visiting clubs 
which already had aquatic driving ranges 
and they felt that the results of their 
investigations gave proof of the viability 
of Robinson’s scheme. An Extraordinary 
General Meeting called for July 11, 1989, 
chaired by Les Atchison, was very well 
attended. Three important resolutions 
were accepted by the membership. A 
direct quote from a minute drawn up by 
Sid Murdoch acting as Secretary at the 
meeting19 itemizes those resolutions:- 

· UPON A MOTION by Pat O’Brien, 
seconded by Ron Morrison, IT WAS 
RESOLVED that the Masterplan by Cornish 
and Robinson be adopted in principle only, 
and that if any capital improvements are 
made to the golf course in the future that this 
plan will be used. 

· UPON A MOTION by Jeff Broughton, 
seconded by Lee Gordon, IT WAS 
RESOLVED that the Masterplan be 
incorporated in the Club’s bylaws and that 
the membership approve the implementation 
of the successive phases at a General 
Meeting of the Club each year. 

· UPON A MOTION by Brad Peters, 
seconded by Dan Bird, IT WAS 
RESOLVED that the membership now 
approve Phase One and Two of the 
Masterplan and the Club’s Directors be 
empowered to proceed with these 
expenditures, funds permitting. 

However, a subsequent general meeting 
called to authorize the necessary 
expenditure for the aquatic range ran into 
a great deal of acrimonious discussion 
and resulted in a premature motion to 
adjourn. Since that time hole #9 (now 
#18) has been most successfully rebuilt 
according to Robinson’s specifications. 
Unfortunately the cost was considerably 
higher than the original estimate and the 
whole Long Range Plan idea has 
gradually slipped into oblivion.  

Today the emphasis is on maintaining an 
extremely high standard of excellence 
and a comprehensive sanding program to 
overcome the drainage problem first 
identified by Macan as concomitant to 
building a course on clay. When funds 
will permit ….. 

The 18th hole, the driving 
range and the Clubhouse 

19. Club Archives #26. 
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The following pages show score cards which help 
to describe changes to the course over the years  
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This card was lent by George Naylor and dates from 1949. Note the first rule 
insisting that all shots from the fairway must be played from a tee or from an 
improved lie. Note also the original yardage for the 8th hole, and that there are 
no CLGA tees as such. 
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Lent by George Naylor and dated 
1957. Note the rules regarding 
cross ditches on holes #1 and #2. 
Note also the rating - 71/78. 

On the following page the top card is one from the sixties and shows the ladies 
rating has dropped to 75 and that the ditches have been covered by wire.     
The bottom card comes from 1976. The ratings have again dropped - 70/74. 
The card is decorated with the totem logo designed by Hugh Williams.  
Rule #10 gave rise to much controversy. See ‘The Men’s Section..’ 
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The current scorecard. It shows three sets of tee markers, the eagle logo 
adopted in 1991  and a map of the course. 
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The Clubhouse from the 9th fairway. 
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The Clubhouse 
The First  Clubhouse 

Macan, when surveying 
the course, had intimated that the ideal 
location for a clubhouse would be on an 
eminence with a commanding view of 
the course. The Cowichan Golf and 
Country Club was blessed with just such 
a site and the course was laid out to take 
full advantage of it — the first hole 
started from this elevation and the ninth 
finished there. That first meeting in April 
1947 had assumed that a clubhouse 
would be an integral part of the Club1 and 
ideas were being circulated very early in 
the proceedings. There is one letter in the 
files from a private individual who 
offered to build a clubhouse worth 
$10,000 in exchange for a three year 
concession to sell equipment, food and 
beverages, at the end of which time the 
Club would buy the building.2 This 
interesting proposal was not followed up. 
Another idea was to buy a house and 
move it to the site. There is a letter3 from 
Heaney’s quoting a price of $1,500 to 
make such a move. These early ideas 
went nowhere because money troubles 
and overruns on course expenditure 
meant that anything in the way of a 
proper clubhouse was out of the question. 

Memories of old timers vary, but the 
majority seem to remember that the first 
‘clubhouse’ was a building, about 12 feet 
by 14 feet, little more than a shed, built 
by Ernie Geiss with lumber donated by 
Clarence Evans. It provided a place to 
change shoes and inside the door was a 
box in which visitors were honour bound 
to put their 50 cent green fee. Later it was 
raised to 75 cents! 

By December 1949 the Colonist reported 
that Joe Garner was arranging for final 
plans for a clubhouse after different 
proposals for the layout of the building 

had been considered. But money 
continued to be a problem and the 
question ‘to be or not to be’ was in 
danger of splitting the early membership. 
Some members deemed a clubhouse 
essential if the objective of 200 members 
was to be achieved. These people quoted 
Macan who expressed the idea that the 
more attractive a clubhouse and course 
were made the more members and 
visitors would come to play. Others 
thought that any extra money should be 
devoted to paying the interest on the 
debentures. In those days the AGM was 
held early in the year and in April 1950 
the Board invited Mr. Smith, the 
President of Uplands Golf Club, to be the 
guest speaker at the AGM to answer 
questions about the pros and cons of 
spending money on a clubhouse. His talk 
was very positive and, amongst other 
arguments, he pointed out the 
considerable financial advantages of 
having a bar. The naysayers were finally 
convinced that a clubhouse would 
increase the value of their investment. 
Still there was no action. Board and 
executive meetings continued to be held 
in private houses and refreshments at 
tournaments and interclub matches 
continued to be provided by lady 
members. Lack of money remained a 
huge obstacle but ‘where there is a will 
there is a way.’ One particularly hot day 
Clayton Wright was playing with Jack 
Stothers.4 Exhausted at the end of a very 
hot and sticky eighteen hole round Jack 
turned to Clayton and said “What 
wouldn’t I give for a beer just now?” 
Clayton replied “You give us the lumber 

1. Cowichan Leader, April 24, 1947. 
2. Club Archives #25.36 dated October 20, 1948. 
3. Club Archives #25.15. 
4. The manager of Honeymoon Bay Sawmill. 

“You give us the 
lumber and I will 
find volunteers  
to build a         
clubhouse.” 



40 

and I will find volunteers to build a 
clubhouse.” A week or so later Jack rang 
Clayton and said “I’ve been thinking 
about what you said….” In this way 
plans got under way for the building of 
the first clubhouse.  

A committee was formed under the 
chairmanship of Clayton Wright, other 
members being Jack Stothers, Gordon 
Stone, Joe Garner, Bert Gray and Bob 
MacDonald. For some months every 
member of the committee worked hard 
getting promises of material, arranging 
for volunteers for work bees and drawing 
up the plans. This last job was left to 
Shorty Berkey who was a carpenter 
foreman employed by Joe Garner. 
Unfortunately an unseasonably early fall 
of snow in November delayed the 
building start and it was not until 
December that the Cowichan Leader 
could run the front page story5 “Work 
Starts On Golf Clubhouse Building At 
Cowichan Golf Club.” The article stated 
that the cribbing had been done under 
contract and asked for volunteers to pour 
concrete the following weekend. It went 
on to list the very generous donations 
received by the Club from local 
companies. These are worth detailing. 
Donations of lumber consisted of 6,500 
feet from Hillcrest Lumber Company, 
6,500 feet from Western Forest 
Industries, 4,000 feet from Evans 
Lumber Company. There were 256 bags 
of cement from B.C. Cement Company 
and nails from Eatons. Garner Brothers 
contracted to do all the hauling for free, 
trucks were lent by Hudson’s Hardware 
and Evans Lumber Company and the 
wiring for the machinery was done by 
George Hamilton. 

The concrete was poured on New Year’s 
Eve 1950, a day not without drama. One 
of the volunteers, Ed Mould, always an 
active worker for the Club, pulled a 
muscle in his back which incapacitated 
him for some time and another, 
according to Joe Garner, was Barney Cox 

who collapsed whilst pushing a heavy 
wheelbarrow. The following week the 
Cowichan Leader paid full tribute to 
these intrepid workers.6 An article 
entitled “50 men at work bee for new 
golf course” tells how the concrete 

pouring was completed in 4½ hours and 
describes the work bee as “…one of the 
finest voluntary community efforts 
recorded in the district for many years.” 
A front-page photo (taken by John 
Creighton) showed these men at work, 
and even an incomplete list of their 
names recalls many who were so 
generous with their time and their 
expertise. The names of early members 
like Gordon Whan, Pete Gard, Lowel 
Baker, Lloyd Leeming, Clarence Evans, 
Bob Evans, George Syrotuck, Art Irvine, 
Don Miller, Tom Gillespie, John 
Lawrence, J.B. Creighton, Clayton 
Wright, Norman Prest, W. Farquhar and 
Bert Evans recur again and again in 
volunteer projects. Providing the 
professionals to do the framing and main 
construction work and supervising the 
whole project was Joe Garner, and, in his 
absence, George Naylor. There were 
many more work bees — for example, in 
1951, according to the Cowichan Leader 
of March 8, thirty members worked at 
sheathing the inner wall. When it came to 
getting material to finish the inside of the 

“Too busy to 
be 

photographed

5. Cowichan Leader, December 21, 1950. 
6. Cowichan Leader, January 4, 1951. 
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Cowichan Housing gave the use of 
equipment and some materials, Garners 
delivered material at half price and loaned 
machinery, and Bazett and Vickers gave 
hardware. Some individuals gave money 
and by July the building was finished and a 
grand opening could be planned. 

The Cowichan Leader of July 12, 1951, 
describes the new Clubhouse in these 
words, “The attractive clubhouse is 
approximately 45' long and 30' wide. The 
lower storey has a concrete finish and the 
upper one of horizontal boarding finished in 
a chocolate shade. The trim of the windows 
and the double doors which open from the 
main lounge to the balcony running the full 
length of the east side of the club house are 
coloured cream. An attractive touch to the 
exterior finish of the building is provided by 
the impressive chimney stack on the south 
side, which will carry smoke away from the 
wide, brick fireplace of the main lounge. 
The walls of the lounge are finished with a 
novel compressed plywood panelling and 
for the floor there is a covering of neat 
linoleum tiles. The slope of the ground 
allows the main entrance to give direct 
access to this room, which is the largest in 
the building. [The] remainder of the upper 
storey is given over to living quarters, 
consisting of a toilet, two bedrooms, and a 
kitchen. A ‘dumb waiter’ connects with the 
bar below … Close to the entrance, and at 
one side of the lounge is a broad flight of 
stairs …. The steps lead to the lower lounge 
and to double doors below the balcony 
which open out on the course. On this floor 

are the locker rooms, each with their own 
showers. The ladies’ lockers are at the south 
end and the men’s at the north. The bar, a 
small office, and the fuel storage room, all 
at the north end, complete the 
accommodation.”  
The Ladies Section of the Club raised 
money by bake sales and rummage sales to 
buy drapes and they organized a committee 
that solicited donations of chairs to furnish 
the locker rooms and lounges. 

Two hundred people attended the official 
opening by General Pearkes M.P. on 
Saturday, July 14. It was an evening affair 
starting at 6 p.m. with an exhibition match 
played over 9 holes by four pros — Joe 
Pryke of Gorge Vale, who shot a 34, was 
joined by Dave Crane from Newlands, 
Freddie Burns of Colwood and Benny Colk 
from Langara. Colk and Crane had, of 
course, played in the exhibition match that 
opened the course in 1949. They were much 
impressed with the improvements. At 9 p.m. 
President of the Club, Joe Garner, 
introduced General Pearkes who performed 
the opening ceremonies.  Dancing followed, 
with refreshments provided by lady 
members organised by their Captain, Miss 
Aileen Powel. At midnight Mrs. Benny 
Colk drew the names of the winners of a 
lottery. The first prize of a lifetime 
membership was won by J.Flynn of 
Westholme, the second prize, a $50.00 
debenture, was won by Dr.O.Qualley. 

Building this first Clubhouse would not 
have been remotely possible without the 
time given by volunteers, the materials 
given by generous companies and the 
machinery lent by local companies. 
However to complete it some cash was 
needed and it was raised in several ways. 
Five members, W.Hudson, P.Lomax, 
W.Bird, B.Gray, and J.Garner all bought 10 
year memberships, thus bringing in 
$1,500.00. Bradshaw Harrison made an 
outright donation, a sale of debentures 
raised a further $3,500, and the remaining 
shortfall was covered by a loan endorsed by 

An artist’s 
impression 
derived from 
two old 
newspaper 
photographs 
which could 
not be 
reproduced.  

7. Cowichan Leader, July 12, 1951. 



The Clubhouse 
1951 to 1985 

From 1951 until a major change was 
made in 1965 this Clubhouse served the 
members well and it, and the social life 
centred in it, are fondly remembered by 
many old timers. The caterer managers 
lived upstairs and provided light 
refreshments. It was a couple of years 
before the Club got its liquor licence1 but 
at least one old timer recalls how 
members overcame this hurdle. George 
Naylor tells the story of two men who 
kept 4 or 5 cases of beer in their lockers 
in the men’s room. They sold keys to that 
locker for 25 cents, which was the price 
of a beer in those halcyon days.  

The first caterers were Mr. and Mrs. 
George Mills who left soon after the Club 
got a liquor license. The Shermans 
occupied the Clubhouse for a short time 
from 1954 when Archie Sherman, always 
an active Club member, became too ill to 
carry on his duties as a Fisheries Officer. 
He and his wife took over the 
management of the Clubhouse, but the 
building had certainly not been designed 
for a family and Bob, Archie’s son, 
remembers, as a youngster, sleeping 
during the winter of ‘54 in a tent in a 
small wooded area behind the present 1st 
tee. Sadly Archie died in October 1955 
and the family left the Club.2 They were 
followed by Mrs. Balfour who served 
light luncheons and sandwiches. In 1957 
the Club was lucky enough to acquire the 
services of Tom and Eileen Woodward. 
Tom Woodward, originally from the UK, 
was, at this time, the chef aboard the 
Eaton yacht. One day he saw an 
advertisement in the Toronto Star asking 
for a manager for a country club on 
Vancouver Island. He applied and, not 
surprisingly, got the job. He and Eileen 
arrived to accommodation which did not 

include either a private 
living room or a private shower and a 
salary of $75.00 a month for both of them 
plus what they could make from the 
restaurant. The Club got the profits from 
liquor sales, the Woodwards those from 
the mixer, but, under the odd laws of the 
time, Eileen was not actually allowed to 
serve liquor. To make a living at all 
involved very long hours for them both 
but looking back on it now they say that, 
on the whole, they enjoyed it. Eileen says 
“… we had no money, but no one had 
any money, we had some good times and 
made a lot of friends.” They left in 1959 
to open a restaurant in Cowichan Bay and 
in that year Mel Evans with his wife 
Hilda came to be the Professional of the 
Club and Manager/Caterer of the 
Clubhouse. After their first year Clarence 
Evans, as retiring President, could say at 
the AGM that the members were in “for 
many pleasing and friendly years around 
our Club if their [the Evans’] first year is 
any indication.” 

Through the early fifties the membership 
remained at about 200 and this relatively 
small group had a very active Club life. 
For example Pat O’Brien, as House 
Committee Chairman, could report at the 
AGM in 1956 that there had been 
monthly dances and several Field Days as 
well as purely golf tournaments.3 These 
Field Days, remembered with pleasure by 
older members, involved an Open House 
to non-members and the organization of 
many novelty events. One such Field Day 
described in the Cowichan Leader might 

1. Exact date uncertain but the 1955 financial 
statements include Bar receipts. See Club 
Archives #14. 
2.  See also below p.53. 
3. Cowichan Leader, February 21, 1956. 
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be taken as the prototype of these events; 
it talks about Bingo and pitching in the 
tub, long hole and approach shot 
competitions! 

By the end of the fifties it was becoming 
obvious that the Clubhouse was too 
small. That fact, combined with the wear 
and tear on the building, led to a lot of 
inconvenience and a lot of complaints. 
The Board gave much thought to solving 
these problems whilst operating on a very 
small budget. Proposals for improvement 
put forward at the 1958 AGM were 

considered by the members who 
approved in principle, but thought that 
they did not go far enough. They finally 
settled for some immediate minor 
alterations and the appointment of a 
Board member, Dick White, to occupy a 
new position with the title of Chairman 
of Building and Improvements. Money 
was to be raised by assessing every 
member $10.00 a year for the next two 
years. During this time some changes 
were made to the inside of the building 
and in 1964 the Pro Shop was taken out 
of the main building, and a separate 
building, where the Club storage is now, 
was erected. This created more space but 
not enough to cope with an increasing 
membership, which, by 1964, stood at 
well over 300. 

Andy Baraniuk had done the drawings 
for the new Pro Shop which had been 
built by Pete Gard, so, the following 
year, when it was decided to enlarge the 
Clubhouse, Andy was again asked to 
draw up plans for the additions. When 
completed these plans were publicly 
displayed for members’ input. By 

Above,             
the Clubhouse in 
the 1970s;         
right,              
just before it was 
demolished 
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September 1965 Board President 
Bradshaw Harrison could report that the 
new clubhouse plans were in their final 
stages, had been approved by the 
membership and were ready to go out to 
tender. In early 1966 the $35,000 
contract was again awarded to Pete Gard 
and building started in March with the 
object of being ready for the Cowichan 
Open in July.  

The walls where the Pro Shop had been 
were removed, thus creating an open 
breezeway and from here a staircase led 
to the second floor. A Juniors’ room was 
created on the ground floor and, on the 
same level, the ladies were given a small 
office and their lounge and locker room 
was enlarged. By the removal of the 
fireplace in the upstairs lounge and the 
addition of a large area, the men’s locker 
room downstairs and the lounge/
restaurant upstairs were substantially 
increased. The onetime living quarters 
were transformed into an upstairs office 
and storage space. The deck on the east 
side was kept and another larger one 
added to the south so bringing the whole 
course into view. Both this deck and the 
main room could be entered from the 
north side of the building. Again the 
Ladies’ Section was asked to accept the 
responsibility of furnishing the new 
spaces. Mary Evans remembers going 
with Jane Fall on a buying expedition to 

Eatons to choose new furniture. She also 
remembers that the opening of this 
second Clubhouse was celebrated with an 
Hawaiian Night party that she organized 
with Betty Laker - palm trees by courtesy 
of Eatons! 

This was the building which, with some 
small changes and many repairs, was the 
social centre of the Club for the next 23 
years. Under the enthusiastic and 
energetic initiatives of entertainment 
organizers like Pete King and Don Miller 
social life thrived. Everyone from that 
time will remember Don Miller and his 
banjo. There are many accounts of 
Saturday socials and bigger dances were 
regularly held at least four times a year 
when an average of fifty couples dined 
and danced to live music. A bridge club 
was started in 1972 which attracted many 
Social Members who had to pay $10.00 
per annum for this privilege, also in 1972 
a shuffleboard was added to the bar 
furniture and became an instant success. 
Towards the end of this period the 
dynamic husband/wife team of Gordon 
and Irene Thomas was very active in 
organizing the entertainment side of Club 
life. Gordon sadly died in 1990 but Irene, 
as a Board member, bought the same sort 
of enthusiasm to social events in the new 
Clubhouse in the early nineties. 

Outside groups also used the Club 
facilities. One such was the Chimo Club. 
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Outside groups also used the Club 
facilities. One such was the Chimo Club. 
Chimo is the Inuit word for friendship 
and the members of this social group, 
some of whom were golfers, met weekly 
in the Clubhouse; in return they were 
generous with gifts to the Club. For 
example, they gave an ice machine for 
use in the Clubhouse, they gave the tee 
signs which were used on the old nine 
hole course and they  gave a trophy, the 
Chimo Cup, to be  played for in the 
Junior Club Championships. The Cup 
was first played for in 1975 and won by 
Bruce Ogg. 

There were many memorable parties, 
some are  worth a special mention  —  
the 30th Anniversary celebrations, the 
Aloha Night for the Evans and the Spring 
Frolic Dance held in 1972 to honour Pat 
O’Brien’s retirement and last, but 
certainly not least, the ‘farewell to the old 
Clubhouse’ cocktail party in December 
1987.  

Things did not always run so smoothly as 
is evidenced by a Board meeting in 
December 1970 called to discuss how to 
improve the morale of the Club and how 
to get members to make more and better 

use of the facilities available.4 But, on the 
whole, members from those years recall, 
with great affection, the personal family 
atmosphere which predominated in the 
Clubhouse, always helped and promoted 
by the various caterers. Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom Smith were a popular choice to take 
over the catering in the newly renovated 
kitchen in 1966. Over the next two 
decades the Club was equally well served 
by, amongst others, the Gravelles, Irv 
Smith, Doug Hughes who left to open the 
Inglenook, the Truebs, Dot Morrow, Hal 
and Jenny Rees, Pat Dietrich and Bev 
Harris. 
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4. Club Archives #36, December 1970. 

 

Dining on the 
south deck 

“...the personal 
family 
atmosphere ... 
helped and 
promoted by the 
various 
caterers.”  



Reading through the Board minutes and 
the minutes of the AGMs of the seventies 
one becomes aware of two things. One 
the rapid increase in membership 
numbers from 471 in 1971 to 717 in 1979 
(these figures refer to membership in all 
categories)1 and secondly the number of 
repairs and additions carried out on the 
Clubhouse. As early as 1970 John Frisch, 
in his report to the AGM as President of 
the Board, said that the “Bar was too 
small, the refrigeration inadequate, there 
was no dishwasher or adequate counter 
space and no washer or dryer so that all 
laundry had to be sent out.” In 1976 
renovations were carried out to the Pro 
Shop, to the bar and to the coffee shop. 
In 1978 $5,000 was spent putting new 
plumbing in the men’s locker room and 
replacing the floor in the kitchen and 
adding new drapes to the lounge. In 1979 
new lockers were installed in the men’s 
room and a new walk-in cooler bought 
for the kitchen. In 1979, too, there was 
talk about expanding the lounge at a cost 
of $20,000. All these were efforts to cope 
with an increase in membership and the 
wear and tear of an aging facility. The 
list could go on and on; the trend 
continued into the eighties and a new 
dimension was added in 1985 when the 
course expanded to eighteen holes. A 
press account from 1986 states that 7,000 
rounds of golf were played in the 
summer of 1985, 1,500 more than in any 
former year.2 The impact of the increase 
in the number of players was certainly 
felt in the Clubhouse. Feasibility studies 
were being conducted as early as 1978, 
and again in 1981, by Mike Crosbie and 
Bob Chambers. It became increasingly 
obvious that something had to be done 
and done soon. In February 1986, the 

Board, headed by Charles Phillips, asked 
Pat Milino to think about ways to 
improve the existing building. He came 
back to the Board with some good ideas 
but pressure of work meant that he would 
be unable to do any more. In July 1986 
the Board approached member Mark 
Sharp, a retired architect, and he 
volunteered to give his time to producing 
a design showing how the present 
building could be radically altered to 
meet the new challenges. Meanwhile a 
Committee consisting of Board members 
Les Atchison, Arnie Walker and Fred 
Mills Junior had been formed to handle 
all expansion suggestions. This 
Committee met with Mark Sharp in 
March of 1987 and, although they were 
very positive about the work that he had 
done, they were already beginning to 
question the basic wisdom of sinking 
more money into an old building. Finally, 
with some degree of regret, it was 
decided to jettison any ideas of rescuing 
the old building and instead to build an 
entirely new complex. A special meeting 
of the membership was called to discuss 
the issue and a large turn out endorsed 
the idea for a totally new building. In 
May 1987 Douglas Campbell, an 
architect from Victoria, was retained to 
design the new facility, Mark Sharp 
stood by to give advice on the 
requirements of a golf clubhouse and 
Peterson Construction from Honeymoon 
Bay was given the building contract. Les 
Atchison, President of the Board in 1987 
and an active member of the Expansion 
Committee, reckons that the Club was 
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The Clubhouse 
The New Clubhouse 

1. This figure was an all time high. Membership 
remained at about 600 throughout most of this 
period. 
2. Progress ’86 May 1, 1986. 

“...a large 
        turnout    
endorsed the 

idea for a        
totally new 
building.” 



particularly well served by Jim Peterson 
who gave much that was over and above 
the strict letter of his contract.3 Les kept 
meticulous notes and these reflect the 
total involvement and time consuming 
attention to detail of the House and 
Expansion Committees at every stage of 
the Clubhouse development. Their efforts 
resulted in a great facility and their 
names should be recorded for the history 
— Arnie Walker, Mary Dougan, Fred 
Mills Junior, Charles Phillips, Gary 
LaCroix, Dave Pearson, Mark Sharp, 
Bob MacGregor and Jim Putnam.  

The final figure proved to be slightly 

above the original estimate. Financing 
the project was done through a bank loan 
and a substantial grant from the 
Government Lotteries Corporation.  

Problems with the plans for the 
prospective sewage system delayed start 
of construction, but finally demolition of 
the old building started in September 
1988 and the members used a temporary 
mobile canteen set up in the parking lot 
during the building period. Construction 
actually started in October 1988. By 

April of the following year the members 
of the Cowichan Golf and Country Club 
were the possessors of a most attractive 
building and when, within a few months, 
a paved parking lot and landscaping4 

were added, we had a facility second to 
none. The new building covered 12,500 
square feet on two floors. The lower floor 
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Clubhouse 12,500 ft2  @ $60/ft2 $750,000 

Septic tank system 110,000 

Kitchen 70,000 

Paving  35,000 

Furnishing 65,000 

Water pump and electrical 8,000 

Fees Construction  30,000 

 Architect  35,000 

 Engineer  35,000 

 Contingencie  32,000 

  Total $1,170,000 

3. As an expression of gratitude Jim and his wife 
Carol were given a year’s membership to the 
Club. 
4. Planting at the entrance was done on advice 
from Peter Kearns and Wayne Douglas. 

“…demolition … started in 
September 1988 …” 

“Construction … started in      
October 1988.” 

Les Atchison 

In October 1988 
the estimated 
figures were as 
shown on the 
table at right 



The new building covered 12,500 square 
feet on two floors. The lower floor 
housed the new Pro Shop, locker rooms 
and storage space; the second floor was 
taken up with an entrance hall, office, 
kitchen and a lounge/restaurant/bar area 
with dividers which could be opened or 
shut so that other functions would not 
interfere with everyday club use. Decks 
on the west and south side ensured a 180-
degree view of the course.  

The official opening on April 28, 1989, 
was indeed a red letter day. Les 
Atchison, the Club President introduced 
M.L.A. Graham Bruce (a man whose 
family was amongst the earliest 
supporters of the Club) to cut the 
inaugural ribbon. Other dignitaries 
attending were Elwood Veitch (Minister 
of Regional Development) and Mayors 
Mike Coleman of Duncan and Rex 
Hollett of North Cowichan, CVRD Vice 
Chairman Lorne Campbell and  
Cowichan Band Chief Ernie Elliot. 

The Clubhouse is very well used and, as 
in the olden days, is the centre of the 
social life of the Club. It is also well used 
by outside visitors for functions, 
weddings, parties and indeed just as a 
pleasant place to have lunch.  
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The entrance 

Master of Ceremonies, Charles Phillips, at the 
official opening ceremony 

From the 18th 
green — note 

Andy  Baraniuk’s   
eagle atop the 

flagpole 



 

 

The programme for the opening ceremony, Friday, 28 April, 1989 
 

Author’s note: The date of the official opening in 1949 was not July 3, but August 21 — see above p.13. 
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Some past Presidents of the Board gather at the opening of 
the new 9 holes in 1985. (l to r) Earle Bradshaw, Ralph 
Canning, Bert Evans, Gordon Grier, Clarence Evans and Tom 
Kerrone. 



52 



C.G. & C.C.  
The Club Organizat ion 

The Board 
The Club is run by a board of directors 
who are elected by the general 
membership at the annual general 
meeting. This meeting at the outset was 
held at the beginning of the calendar 
year, usually in February. A change was 
made in 1969 and the AGM that year was 
held in November, as it has been every 
year since. The number of Board 
members has varied between eight and 
thirteen — currently there are ten — each 
of whom is elected for a three year stint. 
At the end of three years he/she may 
stand once for re-election. One third of 
the Board must retire each year. The 
terms of office have varied over the years 
but the system by and large has remained 
providing a degree of continuity and, at 
the same time, ensuring that there is a 
constant opportunity for ‘new blood’ to 
have a say in the decision making 
process. The job of a Board member is a 
very time consuming, often thankless 
task and the Club has been lucky that so 
many members have, over the years, 
cared enough to give up their time to 
serve on it. The various Chairs — Greens 
and Grounds, Finance, Entertainment, 
etc.— are responsible for long range 
planning, discipline and day to day 
administration. Some Presidents who 
held office at periods when the Club was 
ready to move in new directions stand 
out as men of vision and strong 
personalities steering the Club through 
major changes. Such names as Clayton 
Wright Senior, Bradshaw Harrison, Jack 
Gallagher, John Frisch, Bill Morrow, 
Carl Norman, Charles Phillips and Les 
Atchison come to mind in this context. 
Throughout the Club’s fifty year history 
women have been well represented on 

the Board at all levels. Jane Fall, as Vice 
President, inherited the top job when the 
President, Bobby Evans, resigned in the 
middle of his year in office. Sandy 
Buchanan was the first woman to be 
elected to the Presidency by her peers on 
the Board.  

Office/Administration 
As an entirely volunteer body of men and 
women, many of whom held day jobs, 
the Board often had difficulty coping 
with the day to day tasks necessary for 
the running of such an operation as a golf 
club. In the early years the 
correspondence and Board minutes were 
handled, on a volunteer basis, first by 
Percy Lomax, then, after 1951, by Aileen 
Powel. In 1954 Archie Sherman took on 
the secretarial duties but he sadly died 
very suddenly in 1955.1 By this time, it 
was becoming increasingly obvious that 
a degree of administrative continuity was 
necessary if the Club was to be run with 
any degree of efficiency. Luckily the 
next man to assume the duties of 
Secretary was Bill Fowle who, for the 
next ten years, carried on all the 
secretarial duties as well as working full 
time at City Service Garage in Duncan.2 
By 1965 the Club had grown to an extent 
which necessitated the appointment of a 
paid Secretary, albeit still on a part time 
basis. In 1966 Pat O’Brien was appointed 
Secretary/Treasurer, a position which, at 
that time, carried a salary of $100 a 
month. A description of what the job 
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“… a time 
consuming, often 
thankless task …” 

1. A newspaper account of the AGM in 1956 
notes, “A special tribute was paid to the late 
Archie Sherman, former Club secretary, whose 
memory will be cherished by all members for his 
splendid help in all club matters.” Also see above 
p.42. 
2. In 1976 he was made an Honorary Member in 
recognition of his services to the Club. 



entailed exists in the Club Archives;3 it 
covered all correspondence, recording, 
typing, circularizing minutes, keeping up 
to date on the membership and sending 
out the quarterly billings. One of Pat’s 
first secretarial duties was to write 
officially to the president of Cowichan 
Golf Holdings enclosing a cheque for 
$11,160 in exchange for the return of the 
Club’s title. Pat added to his duties by 
inaugurating a Club magazine which he 
called ‘The Divot,’ a name which it 
carries to this day. He made himself 
responsible for collecting material for the 
new magazine, for its layout and format 
and for printing and mailing it to all 
members. In September 1970 he acted as 
the Club delegate at the BCGA 
Conference held in New Westminster. 
Pat O’Brien finally retired in November 
1971. His farewell party, organized by 
Don Miller, was a fine affair with dinner, 
dancing to a live orchestra and the 
presentation to Pat of a gift and a Life 
Membership to the Club. Dick Christmas 
filled the vacant slot for a brief time. In 
1974 Pat King4 became part-time 
bookkeeper. Over the next twenty years 
the job description changed and grew 
from part-time bookkeeper to full time 
secretary and office manager as well as 
bookkeeper. The biggest change in office 
management came with computerization, 
a change which Pat met by going on 
several updating courses. Even after the 
appointment of a full time manager Pat’s 
job continued to expand as the Club 
expanded and by the time she retired in 
1994 it was a full time position totally 
unlike that earlier 1974 appointment. The 
post of Office Manager is now held by 
Carrie Neubauer. 

There are references in the Board 
Minutes of the early 70s5 to the need for 
a full time Club Manager and finally, in 
1988, after the course had expanded to 
eighteen holes and the building of a new 
Clubhouse was imminent, it was decided 
to take the plunge and appoint one. Sid 
Murdoch, a 2 handicap golfer, came to 

the Club with excellent catering and 
managerial experience. He managed the 
Club through the difficult times when the 
new Clubhouse was being built and 
stayed until those teething years were 
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Pat O’Brien in 
his 90s still 
plays golf 

3. Club Archives #36. 
4. The King family’s contacts with the Club go 
back to the very beginning. Pat is married to Pete 
who started as a Junior member in the early days 
and is the present Editor of ‘The Divot.’ His 
father Cedric and his mother Olive were active 
hard working Founder Members. Indeed Mrs 
Olive King was an active member of the original 
Cowichan Golf Club. 
5. For example, Club Archives #36.  Aug. 1975. 

Pat King     
celebrates her 
retirement 

 



over but, in 1993, he expressed a wish to 
move on. 

The Pro 

In the beginning the Club could not 
afford a regular Pro and without a 
Clubhouse it would have been difficult 
for one to operate. Ed Mould, as a junior, 
remembers being given lessons by Rhuna 
Arlett, but she never actually had any 
official position. She had come to 
Duncan from Vancouver where she had 
had considerable success as an amateur 
golfer and, once settled in her house at 
the entrance to the Golf Club, she was 
someone who was very willing to give 
her time to teaching juniors. Ed Mould 
remembers that Angus Campbell paid for 
several juniors to have these lessons. Bill 
Case was the first official Pro. In 1956 he 
was appointed Pro/Manager. He had 
apprenticed at Marine Drive Golf Club 
and had learnt club-making under the 
famous Dave McLeod of Quilchena Golf 
Club. He had also worked in Washington 
State and came to Cowichan from the 
Oahu Golf and Country Club in Hawaii. 

His mandate covered the Pro shop, repair 
work and the secretarial duties of the 
Club. He only stayed a short while and 
when he left the secretarial duties 
reverted to Bill Fowle. In 1959 the 
position of Pro was taken by Mel Evans. 
Mel had had a very adventurous career 
including a stint with the British South 
Africa Police in Rhodesia. He was with 
the Club twelve years and was an 
excellent and concerned Club Pro. He 
took a great interest in the golf of all 
members and was always ready with a 
helpful hint when it was needed. He was 
very well liked and the day he retired was 
a sad one for the members. Unfortunately 
he had emphysema and left a very sick 
man. A farewell party and dance with an 
Hawaiian theme was given in his and his 
wife Hilda’s honour on May 29, 1971, at 
which time they were presented with a 
beautiful clock and both were made Life 
Members of the Club. During Mel’s time 
as Pro lessons were also given by Norm 
Boden who was an excellent teacher. The 
Ladies’ Section keeps alive the memory 
of his lessons when they compete for the 
Boden Trophy which rewards the player 
with the most number of ‘chip-ins’ 
during the year. When Norm went to 
March Meadows as the Pro one of his 
more famous pupils, Dawn Coe Jones, 
was a junior there and she attributes her 
ability to play such good ‘feel’ golf to 
Norm’s teaching.  

At a Board meeting in late 1970, when it 
was realized how ill Mel was, it was 
decided to try and find a Pro/
Greenskeeper combination to take his 
place. Bill Wakeham was appointed with 
this mandate in a slightly modified form. 
He became the Pro and Course 
Superintendent and, as such, he attended 
all Board meetings until August 1973 
when it was decided that this involved 
too much work for one man, especially as 
that one man was still an active 
competitor on the Pro circuit. Irv Smith 
was made Head Greenskeeper and Bill 
remained as Pro continuing to play 
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sporadically on the Canadian PGA Tour. 
He is probably the best known as a golfer 
amongst our former Pros. He had a 
particularly fine Junior record. In 1953 
he won the B.C. Junior Championship 
and in 1957 added the Canadian Junior 
title. In 1962 and 1963 he was B.C. 
Amateur Champion and, for both those 
years, he played on the Willingdon Cup 
Inter-Provincial Team. In 1968 and again 
in 1969 he won the B.C. Open and in 
1971 the Vancouver Island Open. In 
1968 he went to the U.S. Tour Qualifying 
School and played on the U.S. Tour from 
1969 to the Spring of 1970, at which time 
he returned to the Canadian Tour. His 
first association with Cowichan was in 
1960 when, as a nineteen year old, he 
won the Cowichan Open, a feat he was to 
repeat in 1961 and again in 1974 and 

1975. Bill served the Club from 1971 to 
1981. 

He was followed by Bruce Tapp the son 

of well known professional Malcolm 
Tapp. The ten years Bruce was with us 
happened to be a period of exceptional 
growth in the Club. The course expanded 

in 1985 and the new Clubhouse and Pro 
Shop were built in 1989 and Bruce’s 
experience proved very useful over this 
time. 

In 1990 the Club was lucky enough to 
acquire the services of Norman Jackson. 
Stormin’ Norman apprenticed with the 
well known golfing character Bob Kidd 
of Penticton Golf Club. Kidd, the former 
multi B.C. Amateur Champion turned 
Pro, had learned his golf from Benny 
Colk who, of course, had learned his golf 
at the original Cowichan Golf Club.6 The 
golfing fraternity is a small world! Norm 
worked at Nanaimo Golf Club and left 
there to join the staff of Edmonton Golf 
and Country Club. A measure of his 
abilities was confirmed in 1993 when he 
was adjudged by the BCPGA to be the 
best Club Pro in British Columbia. After 
the resignation of Sid Murdoch in 1993 
Norm took over Sid’s duties with the title 
of C.E.O. His mandate, working closely 
with the Board, covers the entire well-
being of the Club. His title has changed 
to General Manager; his mandate 
remains the same. 

As this history goes to press the Pro Shop 
is a very busy and popular place. To help 
Norm there is Gordi Melissa, the 
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Norman Jackson 

(left) and his     
staff, Bob     
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Martin. 

6. See Chapter 1, The Beginnings. 

Bill Wakeham in 1960 with the 
Powel’s Men’s Wear Trophy   
after winning the Cowichan 
Open 

 



As this history goes to press the Pro 
Shopis a very busy and popular place. To 
help Norm there is Gordi Melissa, 
Assistant Pro, Bob Jackson, Norm’s son, 
who is still in training, Sue Hughes who 
helps in the Shop and, most recently, 
Keith Gibson who is also a future Pro in 
training. 

 

The Club’s role in B.C. 
The Cowichan Golf and Country Club  as 
part of the larger golf picture in B.C. has 
certainly played its part; over the years 
many members have served on the 
District Executive and some have even 
gone further and worked at the Provincial 
and National level. The most notable is 
probably Clayton Wright Senior who has 
a remarkable record of service to our Club 
and to golf in general. He was a founder 
member of our Club. He remembers that 
Mrs. Prest put his name forward to serve 
on that very first committee in 1947 
because she thought that ‘young blood’ 
should be represented.7 Once the Club 
was operating Clayton acted as Club 
Captain many times; he served many, 
many times on the Board and as President 
of the Board in 1957 and again in 1958; 
when District 6 was formed he served on 
that executive and from there he went on 
to serve on the BCGA. He was a governor 
of the RCGA for 13 years and he 
regularly acted as a marshal at the Bob 
Hope and Dinah Shore Tournaments in 
the States. 

More recently Rudy Tobler, Club Captain 
in 1992 and 1993 and present President of 
the Board was on the BCGA Executive 
for four years (1992-1996) at which time 
he was involved in getting the Men’s 
Section of the Club returned to the 
Victoria District 5. Jim Sanderson is 
currently Competition Chairman on the 
BCGA Executive, a position similar to 
that which he held with the Ontario Golf 
Association. 

On the distaff side in the early days the 
ladies were part of a District which 
covered Vancouver Island — Jane Fall 
remembers that in 1967 she was the 
CLGA course rater for the Island. In 1975 
the proliferation of clubs north of Victoria 
led to the formation of District 6 and 

Cowichan ladies have certainly played 
their part in its administration. Betty 
White was one of the first Chairmen and 
in the last twenty years many other ladies 
have served on the executive, namely 
Carrol Giles, Pat Davis, Betty Laker, 
Eileen Worthington, Lee Budden, Val 
Canning, Daphne Granbois, Del Gamble, 
Jocelyn MacLachlan, Sandy Buchanan 
and Joan McCool. One, Barb Spier, was 
Rules and Handicap Chairman, a position 
which she also held at the Provincial 
level. 

The Club Logo 
In 1972 Barbara Evans designed a logo 
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in general,” with his wife 

Janet, Lady Captain in 1965 
and a great contributor to the 

Ladies’ Section. 

7. See Chapter 1 The Beginnings. 



which was adopted by the Club and used 
for some years, especially by the Ladies 
Section. 

In about 1975 Hugh Williams designed a 
logo which consisted of a half totem 
pole. This version was used on all score 
cards for the next seventeen years. 

In 1991 the Club bought Art Vickers’ 
“Warmland”. This serigraph relates 
particularly to our Club as it shows Mt. 
Prevost,  which can be seen from most 
parts of the course, with an eagle in the 
foreground bringing to mind the eagles 
which nest year after year in the tree by 
the 14th green. The print was the 
inspiration for the eagle logo which is 
now used on the score cards. 

In 1983 a display totem pole was carved 
as a learning exercise by three members 
of the Cowichan Band  — I.Gutensohn, 
Philip Joe and Gordi Allen. The result 
was given to the Club where it stands,  
proudly outlined against the sky, at the 
entrance to the Club. 
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The Totem pole which graces the entrance 

 

 

Barbara Evans holding a framed replica of 
her design. With her (l to r) are Janet Wright, 
Helen Ogg, Betty White, Pat Davis and Ethel 
Cross. Except for Pat the ladies are 
modelling the white cardigans with the logo 
pocket which were worn on Club occasions. 

Left: The half totem 
designed by Hugh 

Below: The logo based 
on Art Vicker’s 
“Warmland” in use in 
1992 



 

 

 

Presidents of the Board 
1947 W.W.Seymour 

1948 W.W.Seymour 

1949 John Lawrence 

1950 R.F.Barnes 

1951 Joe Garner 

1952 Joe Garner 

1953 Joe Garner 

1954 James Hirst 

1955 Bert Evans 

1956 Pat O’Brien 

1957 Clayton Wright Snr. 

1958 Clayton Wright Snr. 
 

1959 Clarence Evans 

1960 Clarence Evans 

1961 Clarence Evans 

1962 Bob Trueb 

1963 Bob Trueb 

1964 Bob Evans/Jane Fall 

1965 Bradshaw Harrison 

1966 Jack Gallagher 

1967 Bradshaw Harrison 

1968 Ron Redman 

1969 John Frisch 

1970 John Frisch 

1971 Bill Morrow  

1972 Bill Morrow  

1973 Cec Peet 

1974 Daryl Fontana 

1975 Earle Bradshaw 

1976 Earle Bradshaw 

1977 Al McLeod 

1978 Carl Norman 

1979 Carl Norman 

1980 Bill Morrow  

1981 Bobby Walton 

1982 Tom Kerrone 

1983 Tom Kerrone/Ralph  
Canning 

1984 Gordon Grier 

1985 Charles Phillips 

1986 Charles Phillips 

1987 Charles Phillips 

1988 Les Atchison 

1989 Les Atchison 

1990 Jim Putnam 

1991 Sandy Buchanan 

1992 Sandy Buchanan 

1993 Sheila Stotyn 

1994 Sheila Stotyn 

1995 Rudy Tobler 

1996 Rudy Tobler 
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On the 40th Anniversary of the Cowichan Open 82 year-old 
Ernie Tait and Norm Jackson posed for this photograph.  Ernie 
Tait (left) played in the first Open in 1953 and was runner-up 
amongst the Pros.   
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Nursing a knee injury, Jack Egger, well-
known Island golfer and resident of Duncan, 
limped to a brilliant victory in the first 
Cowichan open golf tournament on July 1. 

The local golfer, playing an excellent brand 
of golf, turned in a hot 71, 71 - 142 to lead a 
scintillating field, which included many of 
B.C’s top golfers, such as Fred Wood, Walt 
McElroy, Bob Fleming, Joe Pryke, Ernie Tait, 
Ben Colk and Ernie Brown. 

 
Runner-Up Tie 

Tied for the runner-up position were 
Vancouver professionals Ernie Tait, 
Burquitlam, and Ernie Brown, Quilchena, with 
143. 

Current B.C. amateur champion, Bob 
Fleming was amateur runner-up with a nice 
72, 74 - 146. 

Clayton Wright, Duncan, won the low net 
amateur with a 64, 67 - 130 [sic] net. 

Laurie Kerr, Victoria, broke the course 
record with a sizzling 67 on the last eighteen. 
During the first round Laurie had a few bad 
holes which blew his score to 80. 

 
Good Recovery Shots 

Despite the fact the known favourites had 
trouble shooting the tricky course, the good-
sized gallery were treated to some brilliant 
long drives, and recovery shots from the bush. 

Hugh Morrison and Fred Wood both sliced 
their drives in the afternoon on the narrow 
fifth, but managed to blast the ball out of thick 
shrubbery in amazing recovery shots. 

Walt McElroy, former No 1 ranking 
Canadian amateur, played the fifth the hard 
way, being in the rough until he sank his chip 
for a six. 

Lunch was served for contestants in the 
clubhouse, while the ladies’ house committee 
sold refreshments to visitors. 

 
Host of Prizes 

Jack Egger’s win brought him the handsome 
Powel’s Men’s Wear silver trophy, as well as a 
suit and pair of Dak trousers from Powel’s, 

and an 

Indian sweater from the Canoe Store, 
Koksilah.  

Ernie Brown won $50 professional money 
as his final card of 69 led Tait’s 71; also two 
tartan wool auto rugs from Gray Motor Co. 

Ernie Tait, runner-up low gross with Brown, 
won a mirror from Dobson’s Paint Store. 

Clayton Wright, with low net of 130, won a 
mantel radio from Hillyard’s; and the Duncan 
Auto Metal trophy. 

Ben Colk, low gross first 18, carried off a 
silver tea set from Wright’s Jewellers. 

R.Forester, low net first 18, won a golf bag 
from Hudson’s Hardware, and Laurie Kerr, 
low gross amateur second 18, a golf umbrella 
from Totem Lunch. 

Hugh Morrison, low gross back nine of 
second 18, earned a travel bag from Eaton’s. 

Walt McElroy, low gross best nine all day, 
received a fishing rod from Bucky’s Sport 
Shop. 

Bob Fleming, runner-up low gross, and Don 
Miller, runner-up low net, each gained a dozen 
golf balls. 

Bob Morrison, second low gross, got six 
golf balls; Vic Painter, third low gross, a 
shaving kit from Laver’s Pharmacy; and 
D.McLean, third low net, an electric toaster 
from McKenzie, White and Dunsmuir Ltd. 

 
44 Competitors 

Professionals and amateurs both praised the 
growth and improvement in the local course as 
amazing in such a young golf course. They felt 
Duncan could be proud of having such a first 
class links. Forty-four competitors entered the 
tournament. 

The unqualified success of the first 
tournament will make it an event for next 
year’s golfing calendar. 

  
 

Knee Injury Fails To Keep Egger From Championship 

Cowichan Leader, Duncan, Vancouver Island, July 5, 1953.  

This is the Cowichan Leader      
article shown opposite ==> �



The Cowichan Open 
Of all the tournaments played at 
Cowichan the annual Cowichan Open 
probably attracts the most attention and 
the most bouquets. Bill Wakeham, in the 
early days, described it as the best Pro-
Am Tournament on the Island, and, since 
the expansion to eighteen holes, there 
have been equally rave reviews. Don 
Gowan from Glen Meadows, the winner 
in 1988, said “it is one of the best — if 
not the best — on the Island” and Bob 
Wynn the Californian who had won the 
previous year was just as enthusiastic. 

The Open as we know it today was the 
brain child of Angus Campbell of Boyles 
Drilling and he was the first official 
sponsor. The first Open was played on 
July 1, 1953, and the winner was Jack 
Egger, a Duncan car salesman and a well 
known local golfer. He was an amateur 
and a Cowichan member and it seems 
very suitable that the Open played this 
year, 1997, the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Cowichan Golf Club’s inception, should 
also be won by an amateur and a Club 
member — Craig Keeping.  

In the early years the constant support of 
Benny Colk helped to get the tournament 
off the ground and did much to add to its 
prestige. As the years went by it grew in 
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 “an amateur and 
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Above:  The Cowichan 
Leader report of July 1953 
makes interesting reading.             
<== see opposite 



numbers and reputation, attracting, year 
after year, such well known amateurs as 
Doug Roxburgh and Don Gowan and 
well known pros like Art Donaldson, Cec 
Ferguson, Vaughan Trapp, Jim Rutledge 
and Bill Wakeham. Many Cowichan 
members have done well over the years, 
the names of Al McLeod, the Martin 
brothers and the Keeping brothers come 
to mind. The tournament has never 
lacked the generous sponsorship of 
Cowichan Valley merchants and business 
men and in 1982 it became the recipient 
of an ongoing gift from the Collins 
family. L.D.‘Shorts’ Collins, an avid 
golfer and an active Club member, was 
tragically killed in a car accident in 1980; 
after his cremation his ashes were 
scattered on the old fourth fairway but 
his family wanted some more permanent 
tribute to his memory. His widow Betty, 
long time friend Mike Crosbie and family 
member, Tony Nugent, together came up 
with the idea of a large trust fund set up 
“to underwrite the sponsorship of the 
Cowichan Open in perpetuity.” A large 
board standing by the tenth tee, the work 
of artist, Craig Gibson, commemorates 
this gift and perpetuates Shorts’ memory 
and also gives publicity to the many 
other sponsors.1 

In the early days the tournament was run 
by the Board member in charge of Match 
and Handicap. When this position was 
eliminated its organization became the 
responsibility of the Club Captain with 
help from the Pro Shop. It has always 
been an event that the membership rallied 
round and helped contribute to its final 
success. Until 1985, when the new 
Clubhouse was built, volunteer lady 
members would spend the two days 
cooking on a barbecue situated by the 
outside entrance to the present ladies 
room. The Ladies also handled the 
registration, staffed concessions on the 
course, provided runners and kept the 
scoreboard up to date. They still ‘man’ 
the scoreboard — Jane Fall at 87 has 
done this for every single Open — and 

the final computerized scores are now 
handled by Joan McCool. The Senior 
men too have always contributed by 
providing spotters, starters, rakers of the 
traps and markers for the hole-in-one 
competition. 

The various trophies played for over the 
years have been donated by local 
merchants or individuals and bear their 
names. The major ones are the Powel’s 
Men’s Wear Trophy which is given to 

the low gross winner and the Dickie 
Trophy which goes to the low net winner. 
One other trophy is particularly worthy 
of note as it was given by the Stott family 
to reward the best performance by a 
Cowichan member. It was given to 
perpetuate the memory of Don Stott a 
hardworking Club and Board member 
who died relatively young, unable to 
regain his health after years in a Japanese 
Prisoner of War camp. The first winner 
of this award in 1965 was Gordon Whan. 

The course record is held by James 
Harper from Nanaimo who shot a 62 
final round to win the Powel’s Menswear 
Trophy in 1990.  

 

Outside Tournaments 
Since the expansion to eighteen holes 
Cowichan Golf and Country Club has 
hosted three big golfing events. One 
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1. The Tournament is now called “The 
L.D.‘Shorts’ Collins Memorial Cowichan Open.” 



sponsored by the BCGA and two by the 
RCGA.  

In 1990 the B.C. Amateur was played 
here. This two day event which is open, 
amongst others, to the top ten qualifiers 
from the District Championships was 
won by Doug Roxburgh. 

In 1991 the Payless, the first professional 
fixture on the Canadian PGA Tour, was 
having trouble finding a venue and Reg 
Horne from the Canadian Tour Executive 
feared that the tournament would have to 
be scratched altogether. However 
Cowichan came to the rescue and offered 
their course, an offer which was 
gratefully accepted. From June 3 - 9 we, 
in the Valley, were treated to an exciting 
week of excellent golf from 144 players 
from the United States, Australia, New 
Zealand, Mexico, Venezuela, Great 
Britain and South Africa as well as 
Canada. They were competing for 
$90,000 in prize money. At least two of 
the entrants went on to do very well on 
the PGA, Grant Waite from New Zealand 
and Steve Stricker from the U.S. Norm 
Jackson and his staff were reported in all 
the newspapers as doing an outstanding 
job as hosts. The volunteers from many 
different clubs were organized by the 
Board President, Sandy Buchanan, who 
did such an excellent job that she has 
been asked to do it for the Payless every 
year since.2  Many members really 
enjoyed the opportunity to participate, 
some played in the Pro-Ams, but most 
helped Sandy on the course — either 
staffing score boards or acting as walking 
scorers, spotters or caddies.  

The week started with a Junior ProAm in 
which some of our juniors, including the 
Keeping brothers, the Steininger brothers 
and Bob Jackson, played. Tuesday and 
Wednesday were also ProAm days. Jane 
Fall, founding member of the Club and 
still playing good golf at age 80 plus, 
described her round as ‘the most exciting 
thing I’ve done in sixty years of golf.”  

Play finished on the Sunday with a 
victory for Rick Todd from Scarborough, 
Ontario, who had a final score of 18 
under par 262 and took home $16,200. 
Kelly Murray, Canadian Long Drive 
Champion is on record as saying ‘… the 
course was a golfer’s delight …” Which, 
of course, is true. 

The third major event to be played at 
Cowichan took place in the August of 
1996 when the Club hosted the RCGA 
Mid Amateur Championship — the first 
time such an event has been held on a 
B.C. course. To qualify to play in this 
tournament one must be male, over 40 
and have an index of 6.0 or less. A field 
of 122 had a practice round on the 
Monday followed by two days of stroke 
play whereby the field was reduced to 
sixteen players who continued in a knock 
out match play format culminating in a 
battle between the two finalists Graham 
Cooke of Dorion, Quebec, a 49 year old 
golf architect, and Brian De Biasio of 
Nelson, B.C. The game finished in a 
victory for Graham Cooke, his fourth in 
this event. 

 

Labour Day Tournament 
This is possibly the biggest social-golfing 
event of the season. Starting in the mid-
sixties it has always been well patronized 
by members and visitors from other 
clubs. In past years members and visitors 
alike would stay in their RVs parked at 
the Club to better enjoy both day and 
night events. Planning started in mid 
summer and a look, for example, at the 
committee formed in 1969 gives some 
idea of what this involved. Tom Kerrone 
was the convenor that year and to help 
him Molly Trail was in charge of food, 
Clarence Evans looked after the punch, 
John Frisch the prizes, Bill McAra the 
fish and Pete King was responsible for 
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Saturday’s banquet in 1982 

Rick Todd 

2. In fact every year a sizable contingent from 
the Club continue to volunteer and help at the 
Payless wherever it is being played. 



getting a band. The fish referred to was 
salmon – there was always a salmon 
barbecue on the Sunday night. The 
barbecuing was done by volunteers who 
had to do their work fighting off the 
wasps that were attracted by the plum 
tree. The barbecue has gone but the plum 
tree is still there, looking beautiful in the 
Spring but still a wasp hazard in the Fall. 
A description in some Board minutes of 
1977 gives a very good idea of what went 
on. On Friday night there was a corn 

roast to enable all the competitors to get 
acquainted with each other. Saturday 
morning the ladies teed off for a stroke 
play competition; the men followed in 
the afternoon. On Sunday this order was 
reversed. Saturday night was the big 
banquet with a dance to live music, 
Sunday evening, after the barbecue, also 
often finished with dancing to music 
provided by Don Miller and his banjo. 
On the Monday a mixed tournament 
(high handicap men drawn with low 
handicap ladies and vice versa) and a 
lunch wound up the weekend’s activities. 
Although the format has changed over 
the years the Labour Day Tournament 
remains a popular event. 

 

Ladies Field Day 
The Ladies big open annual competition 

variously known as the Ladies Field Day, 
the Cowichan Ladies Open and the 
Cowichan Ladies Amateur Field Day 
was first played, with a field of 57 
players, in the Spring of 1966. In that 

year the winner of the newly donated 
Wright’s Trophy for the low gross 
honours was Shirley Naysmith from 
Gorge Vale Golf Club. Shirley is still 
playing in this event and still winning 
gross prizes. In 1966 the low net was 
won by Betty Wilson from Mount 
Brenton. She received the Milady’s 
Trophy donated by Marie Bruce. These 
two trophies have been played for every 
year since. A third trophy,  the Team 
Trophy donated by B.C. Forest Products, 
was given to the club team of four 
women with the lowest aggregate score. 
As some clubs did not have four players 
in the tournament it seemed fairer to 
change this format and award the trophy 
to a team made up of four players who 
were drawn together — this change was 
made in 1985. From 1979 – 1995 the 
team winners were also the lucky 
recipients of hand painted plates made by 
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Usher, Daphne 
Granbois, Lee 
Budden, Jane 

Fall and Louise 
Tassin  

Volunteer cooks Pat King and 
Kal Thompson 

Shirley Naysmith 
receiving the 

Wright’s Trophy 
from Janet 

Wright in 1971 



this change was made in 1985. From 
1979 the team winners were also the 
lucky recipients of hand apinted plates 
made by long time member Phyllis Way 
in her pottery. 

In the beginning the tournament, held in 
May, was one of the first fixtures of the 
Island golfing season. Often wet winters 
meant that the course, built on clay, was 
not at its best in the Spring and, over the 
years, the number of entries  dropped so 
in the mid eighties application was made 
to District  6 for permission to move the 
event to the second Sunday in July when 
the course would be in tip top condition. 
Permission was granted and it has been 
played on that date ever since. The 
Tournament is indebted to Janet Wright 
who was the convenor for the first seven 
years. Lee Budden then took over but in 
1981 it  became the responsibility of the 
Captain and the Vice Captain aided by 
the House Committee. Every year thanks 
are due to the ladies who do not compete 
but provide coffee and muffins before the 
start of play and handle the registration, 
and to the Senior men who act as 
spotters, KP registrars and ‘man’ the 
scoreboard. 

There have been several repeat 
champions, Shirley Naysmith of Gorge 
Vale won in 1966, 1967, 1970 and 1971, 
Dale Shaw from Glen Meadows won 
twice, Deanne Phillip from Uplands won 
twice as did Anne Newman from Gorge 
Vale. But one outstanding player has 
returned year after year and has won a 
total of thirteen times. As Dorothy 
DiGirolamo she won four times in the 
seventies, four times in the eighties and, 
as Dorothy Wilks, she won in the late 
eighties and four times again in the 
nineties. She broke the course record for 
ladies when she shot a 70 in 1991. That 
record still stands. Two Cowichan 

members have won the event — Jane 
Fall in 1968 and Georgina Hermans in 
1996. 

Jane Fall in 
1968 

Georgina      
Hermans in 1996 
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Dorothy Wilks shoots the 
course record in 1991 



 

 
 

Cowichan Open Winners 

 

1953 Jack Egger* 

1954 Bill McColl  

1955 Bill McColl  

1956 Bob Fleming 

1957 Bob Fleming 

1958 Art Donaldson 

1959 Ron Cush 

1960 Bill Wakeham* 

1961 Bill Wakeham* 

1962 Art Donaldson 

1963 Art Donaldson 

1964 Bob Fleming 

1965 Art Donaldson 

1966 Vaughan Trapp 

1967 Dick Munn 

1968 Dick Munn 

1969 Al MacLeod* 

1970 Dave Ewart 

1971 Vaughan Trapp 

1972 Vaughan Trapp 

1973 Doug Roxburgh* 

1974 Bill Wakeham 

1975 Bill Wakeman 

1976 Doug Robb 

1977 Doug Roxburgh* 

1978 Jim Rutledge 

1979 Jim Rutledge 

1980 Jim Rutledge 

1981 Cec Ferguson 

1982 Dave Mick 

1983 Ian Harper 

1984 Doug Robb 

1985 Terry Budzinski 

1986 Glen Martin* 

1987 Bob Wynn 

1988 Don Gowan 

1989 Kier Smith 

1990 James Harper 

1991 Kier Smith 

1992 Jim Young* 

1993 Sandy Harper* 

1994 Mike Pearce* 

1995 Craig Keeping* 

1996 Kerry Mann* 

1997 Craig Keeping* 
  

 *denotes amateur 
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Ladies Fie ld Day 

69  

Club Net Winners Club 

1966 Shirley Naysmith G.V. Betty Wilson Mt.B. 

1967 Shirley Naysmith G.V. Janet Wright Cow. 

1968 Jane Fall Cow. Irene Richie Nan. 

1969 Jean Lusney Nan. Olive Holman Cow. 

1970 Shirley Naysmith G.V. B.Richardson CX 

1971 Shirley Naysmith G.V. Cae Morrisette P.A. 

1972 Deanne Phillip Up. Doris Smith G.V. 

1973 Deanne Phillip Up. Flora Clark G.V. 

1974 Dale Shaw G.M. Elsie Saunders G.V. 

1975 Dale Shaw G.M. Val Forward Cow. 

1976 Dorothy DiGirolamo G.V. Mildred Sikal  Nan. 

1977 Dorothy DiGirolamo G.V. Sophie de Harwood Mt.B. 

1978 Dorothy DiGirolamo G.V. Irene Brown Cow. 

1979 Dorothy DiGirolamo G.V. Gladys McBride Cow. 

1980 Peggy Jacobsen G.M. Kathy Maftechuck Up. 

1981 Dorothy DiGirolamo G.V. Susan Qualley Cow. 

1982 Dorothy DiGirolamo G.V. Karen Schadt  

1983 Nancy Callan Up. Helen Hutton Cow. 

1984 Ida Wickham Mt.B. Jane Fall Cow. 

1985 Anne Newman G.V. Pat MacDonald R.C. 

1986 Dorothy DiGirolamo G.V. Pat Davis Cow. 

1987 Anne Newman G.V. Carolyn Jansch Mt.B. 

1988 Dorothy DiGirolamo G.V. Esther Dodds M.M. 

1989 Dorothy Wilks G.V. Bev Berkey  Mt.B. 

 Gross Winners 



 

Ladies Fie ld Day (cont. )  
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Club Net Winners Club 

1990 Dorothy Wilks G.V. Pat MacDonald R.C. 

1991 Dorothy Wilks G.V. Joan Kossey Mt.B. 

1992 Kelly Feltrin M.M. Nancy Munro Cow. 

1993 Dorothy Wilks G.V. Joan Kossey Mt.B. 

1994 Dorothy Wilks G.V. Joan Kossey Mt.B. 

1995 Mary Ann Bennett Fair. K.T.Richardson O.V. 

1996 Georgina Hermans Cow. Shirley Winkler Nan. 

1997 Robin de Jong S.H. Julia Free Cow. 

 Gross Winners 

G.V. Gorge Vale P.A. Port Alberni 

Cow. Cowichan M.M. March Meadows R.C. Royal Colwood 

CX Comox Mt.B. Mount Brenton S.H. Seven Hills 

Fair. Fairwinds Nan. Nanaimo Up. Uplands 

G.M. Glen Meadows O.V. Olympic View   

Abbreviations:— 

Lady Captain Jocelyn 
MacLachlan presenting 
the Wright’s Trophy to 
Anne Newman of Gorge 
Vale who in 1985 won  an 
exciting playoff with 
Dorothy DiGirolamo 
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Ladies Opening Day — March 5, 1969 
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Of the 139 members in 1949 only 28 
were ladies. From this modest start their 
number has grown to nearly 160 today, 
or roughly one third of the full playing 
membership. The increase in size has not 
in any way affected the friendliness of 
the section. The majority of lady 
members join the Ladies Section which 
holds different types of competitions 
every Wednesday from March through to 
October.  Players in Medal rounds are 
drawn to play with their own handicap 
group, Par games are drawn within a 
handicap range of 10 and at least once a 
month there is a novelty game, such as a 
Stableford or a Pro-Am, and for these the 
handicap groups are mixed up, thus 
ensuring that sometime in the season 
everyone has a chance to play with all 
levels of golfers.  

The Ladies Section is, and always has 
been, very well organised as a group. It 
has two major meetings a year at which a 
hardworking executive is elected. This 
committee, led by the Captain, runs every 
aspect of the golfing year. From the early 
days there has been some sort of calendar 
of events and in 1984 when Doris Usher 
took over as Captain she started the 
ladies booklet which has been produced 
in much the same format ever since. It is 
given to ladies when they pay dues to 
join their section and is a mine of 
information with a list of all the lady 
members, their telephone numbers, a 
section on golf etiquette, a description of 
all the tournaments they can compete in 
at Club, District and Provincial levels 
and a list of the interclub dates  as well as 
the calendar for the year. It was the first 
of its kind in the Club and now a similar 
one is produced for the Club as a whole.  

As a group the Ladies have kept records 
which are a joy to the historian. When 
Ethel Cross1 first joined the Club in 1955 
she undertook to keep a scrapbook. From 
1955 to 1982, when she handed the job 
over to Wendy Bradshaw, she kept, in 
album after album, the most perfect 
record of the history of the ladies’ golf at 
Cowichan. Wendy also did the job for 
many years before she passed it on and 
now the position of ‘Scrapbook’ is a 
permanent post on the Ladies Executive. 
Also on the executive from the early days 
there has been a position called 
‘Publicity’ and the holder of this office 
has to keep the press informed of the 
Ladies’ activities and golf results and, of 
course, the resulting clippings finish up 
in the Scrapbook. All this has resulted in 
records second to none in the Club.  

In the early days the section was greatly 
helped to get off the ground by 
experienced golfers from the old 
Cowichan Club, people like Daisy 
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1. Ethel was a very valuable contributor in those 
early years. She was Club Captain in 1971 and 
1972 and an enthusiastic participant in all club 
events. This ode was read to her at the Awards 
Night in 1984 
E – is for her Energy everlasting 
T – is for the Time she gives out here 
H – is for the Hours she spent a knitting 
E – is for her eyes so sparkling clear 
L – is for the Love she has for others 
Put them altogether and they spell “Ethel,” a gal 
who means the world to us. 
C – is for the Chip-ins she does so often 
R – is for the Rough she’s never in 
O – is for our One and Only Ethel 
S – is for the Sunshine of her smile 
S – is for the thanks we give Sincerely  
To the one we all regard so very dearly. Put them 
altogether they spell out ”Cross” and this is what 
she’s never, ever been.   Written by Edie 
Williams and Phyl Way in 1984. 

    

The Ladies Section 

Ethel Cross 



Harper, Olive King, Pat Lines (née Carr 
Hilton), Viola Harris and Aileen Powel. 
Another guiding light was Tommy 
Barnes. Tommy was a 6 handicap player 
who was already well known in golfing 
circles in Victoria. She was a member 
and onetime champion of the Victoria 
Club. Her husband, R.F. Barnes, was the 
Club’s solicitor and an early member; 
when the Club finally got under way 
Tommy became a member too. She was 
the first Lady Captain and served in that 
capacity twice more. She was also Club 
Champion three times. Her expertise in 
those early years was invaluable and after 
she died Ethel Cross donated a trophy, 
the Barnes Cup, to perpetuate her 
memory. It is, very suitably, the Cup for 
which the lowest handicap group 
compete each year.  

Other movers and shakers in the first two 
decades were Janet Wright, Norma 
O’Brien, Molly Trail, Ethel Cross, Betty 
White, Lee Budden, Mary Evans, Betty 
Laker and Jane Fall.2  All these names 
crop up again and again in the records 
but there are many others, unnamed, who 
over the years have worked hard and 
given up much time and energy to the 
well being of the Club — they sit on the 
Board, they are elected to the Ladies 
Executive, they organize the interclubs 
and generally keep the Club, particularly 
the Ladies Section,  running with 
maximum efficiency. An example of this 
is Pat Davis who has served on the 
Executive continuously since 1973. 

Every year the Ladies compete for a 
number of much coveted trophies three 
of which come from the earlier Cowichan 
Club. The Par Cup given by Mr. Drayton 
in 1929 was originally known as the 
Drayton Ladies Bogey Cup and was 
played for continuously until 1940. 
Competition for it resumed in 1959 when 
it  was won by Jane Fall. The Medal Cup 
was for a time known as the Harper Cup 
because it was first won by Daisy Harper 
in 1926. Tommy Barnes was the first in 

1958 to have her name engraved on it in 
its new location. The last treasure from 
the old Club is perhaps the most 
important — the beautiful Nugent Rose 
Bowl was presented by Admiral and Mrs. 
Nugent in the early 30s to be used as the 
Ladies Mid Island Championship Cup 
and every year since 1959 it has been 
used to reward the Club Champion.  

Many of the trophies played for year 
after year are dedicated to the memory of 
lady members and reflect the esteem with 
which they were held by their peers, the 
names have a special meaning especially 
for the older members who most clearly 
remember the women involved. One such 
is the King Cup given by Pat and Peter 
King in 1975 to keep alive the memory 
of Olive King.3  The O’Brien Cup given 
in 1967 does the same for Norma 
O’Brien who was Lady Captain in 1958 
and 1959 and a very active Club member. 
In 1957 Jane Lucas died and a cup 
inscribed ‘presented by her friends’ was 
given to reward mid handicap players. 
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Tommy Barnes  

Olive King       
receives her       
Honorary    

Membership 
from Jane Fall 2. Jane, one of the original members of the Club, 

has a remarkable history of involvement. She was 
eight years on the Board, one as President, eleven 
times Club Champion, and served as Lady 
Captain in 1964, and at various times held other 
jobs on the Ladies Executive. In 1967 she was 
appointed CLGA Course Rater for Vancouver 
Island. 
3. Pat always presents it accompanied with the 
words “to remember a much loved mother-in-
law.” Another measure of the regard in which 
Olive was held came in 1971 when she was made 
an Honorary Member of the Ladies Section.   

Daisy Harper as 
a guest in 1971 
at Awards Night 



Other Trophies have been given for 
different specific reasons, for example 
the Trail and Lindo cups were given by 
Molly Trail and Mina Lindo respectively 
to encourage higher handicap players to 
compete. Both Molly and Mina were 
very active workers in the Ladies 
Section. The Hedley Cup was given by 
Mr. and Mrs. Hedley in memory of their 
tragically killed son and is awarded to the 
winner of a nine hole interclub played by 
higher handicap ladies against Mount 
Brenton. The Wright 2 Ball Trophy was 
given by Wrights Jewellers and as it is 
played for every year members are 
reminded of the generosity and the great 
contribution made by Janet Wright 
before she retired due to ill health.4  

The Ladies Section has been lucky in 
having some outstanding golfers over the 
years. The appendix lists the Club 
Champions but three deserve special 
mention — Jane Fall was Club 
Champion eleven times, Jean Kerrone 
fourteen times and the present champion 
Georgina Hermans has already been 
crowned each year for the past seven 
years. In 1979 the membership was 
officially divided into Players and 
Seniors and the first Senior Champion 
was Betty Laker. To cope with an 
increasingly aging membership in 1996 a 
new subdivision was added in the shape 
of a Super Senior category for those over 
the age of 71 — Joyce Willis was our 
very first Super Senior Champion 
shooting a fine 36 hole gross score of 
185. 

In 1949 almost as soon as the ladies were 
organized as a group, Nanaimo 
challenged them to a match, thus adding 
a new and very rewarding side to the 
regular golf — interclubs. By 1959 the 
Club was playing Mount Brenton, 
Colwood, Ardmore and Nanaimo. In 
1961 Comox and the Gorge were added. 
Now, in 1997, some of those farthest 
away have been dropped but a very full 
calendar still exists as fourteen other 

clubs are played during the year, eight of 
them in Victoria and one on Salt Spring 
Island. 

It was not only in club tournaments that 
the Cowichan ladies distinguished 
themselves. At first the C.G.& C.C. was 
part of the Victoria District organization 
and as such members took part in the 
Victoria City Open, the Victoria City 2 
Ball and the under 15 handicap group. 
Ladies like Jane Fall, Mary McAra, Effie 
Cameron, Mina Lindo, Lee Budden, 
Olive Holman and Janet Wright regularly 
did well in those events. In 1974 and 
again in 1975 a Cowichan Ladies Team 
competed in the Bellingham Invitational 
with success. Once the Club was 
incorporated into District 6 the Ladies 
had to compete against a new set of 
players in a new set of tournaments and 
they continued to do well; at various 
times winning places in the Amateur, the 
Senior and the 2 Ball events. In the latter, 
Cowichan Ladies have won four times 
over the years.5 As part of District 6 they 
have also been well represented on 
Summer Games Teams. In 1978 Jane 
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Multiple Club 
Championship 
winners Jean 
Kerrone and 

Jane Fall 
4. Amongst other things Janet was Club Captain in 
1965 and convenor of the Field Day for seven 
years. 
5. In 1977 Wendy Bradshaw & Pat Davis, 1978 
Lee Budden & Kal Thompson, 1987 Jean Kerrone 
& Kathy Coates, 1994 Jane Fall & Jocelyn 
MacLachlan.  

Carrol Giles (Gold) & Jean 
Kerrone (Bronze) in 1981 

Summer Games 

Lee Budden 



Fall was on a gold medal team; in 1979 
Mina Lindo, Nancy Munro and Barb 
Speer were on a team which won the 
silver medal; in 1980 Kal Thompson and 
Daphne Granbois were on the District 6 
Team which won the silver medal; in 
1981 Carrol Giles won gold and in that 
same year Jean Kerrone bought home the 
bronze. The best known ex-member of 
the Ladies Section is Dawn Coe. 
Although she learnt her golf at March 
Meadows she was also a member of 
Cowichan and for her Junior anni 
mirabiles, before she turned professional 
in 1983, was listed in the Press as playing 
out of Cowichan. Dawn has gone on to 
have three big wins on the LPGA Tour 
— the Women’s Kemper Open in 1992, 
the Palm Beach Classic in 1994 and the 
Tournament of Champions in 1995. 

The golf has always been serious, but in 
the past, when the numbers were still 
quite small, there was always a ‘fun’ 
social element running side by side with 
the serious golf. The first game of the 
season was played on the first 
Wednesday in March and as the weather 
often did not lend itself to competitive 

golf this became a date for some very 
imaginative novelty golf. Looking back 
over the Scrapbooks 1959 has been 
selected as being a good, if rather 
extreme, example of lighthearted golf. In 
the photograph you see Janet Wright 
trying to hit the ball with a paper bag on 
her head whilst a nervous Ethel Cross 
and Norma O’Brien look on. This was 
just one of the hazards players on that 
day had to face! The most imaginative 
fun was reserved for Awards Night in 
November. For years, once the dinner, 
meeting and awards were over, different 
groups would act in golf related sketches 
which were always a great success. 
Leading lights in the organization of 
these amateur dramatics were Ethel 
Cross and Dorothy Dash. The acting 
talents may not be there any more but 
musical talents most certainly are and 
now the Awards Night ends in a sing-
song led by the ‘choir’ of Val Canning, 
Betty White, Isabella Dibble, Sheila 
Stotyn, Claire Tobin and Fern Schoch, 
the latter playing the piano and their 
repertoire includes at least one song with 
topical words written by Val. 

Amongst themselves the ladies have 
always provided support groups for each 
other. They celebrate birthdays, pay 
hospital visits, send cards to show 
solidarity in times of trouble, and give 
practical aid when needed; for example 
in January 1976 they held a rummage 
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 Bill Wakeham 
with Cowichan 
Junior Winners, 
Dawn Coe, Kelly 
Peterson & Jill 
Hutchinson in 
1977  

 

“Lighthearted golf” 



sale to raise money to help Sophie and 
Em Heycock who had lost everything in 
a house fire. 

As members of the Club, like the Senior 
Men, they have been active workers 
doing whatever was asked of them at any 
time. There are many, many references 
mentioned elsewhere in this history to the 
work they did for the Club and to these 
could be added another random sampling 
— in 1959 they held a rummage sale to 
raise money to buy bamboo blinds for the 
Clubhouse; in the early 60s Jane Fall, 

Betty White and Betty Laker planted 
hundreds of daffodils in the wilder parts 
of the course and almost every year until 
1985 there are references in the Board 
minutes to the need to thank the ladies 
for landscape work round the course and 
Clubhouse; in 1985 a group of women 
volunteers painted and re-papered their 
powder room; many times they held  
work bees to clean all the trophy silver in 
the Clubhouse and so on and so on. Even 
today when these sorts of tasks are no 
longer needed in the new Clubhouse, the 
House Committee of the Ladies 
Executive makes itself responsible for all 
the table decorations and all the flower 
arrangements. They also do very 
imaginative decorations for special nights 
like Halloween and Christmas. 

One who deserves special mention for 
work in the new Clubhouse is Joan 
McCool. She served as Lady Captain in 
1988 and has been a Board member from 
1993. Since computerization she has 
done a great deal of work in that 
direction including all scoring for major 
and Club tournaments.  

Periodically there have been attempts to 
organize subsections like Business 
Ladies groups and nine holers but they 
do not seem to have lasted any length of 
time. Currently there is a group which 
plays on Tuesday evenings welcoming 
business women and beginners. 
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Past Lady Captains help out at the  
Ladies Field Day. Above: (l to r)  Sandy 
Buchanan, Ethel Cross, Janet Wright 
and Helen Ogg.                                   
Below: (l to r) Joan McCool, Kathy 
Coates and Sandy Buchanan.  



 

78 

 
  
  
  
  

 
 

Ladies Club Champions 

 

1953 Tommy Barnes 

1954 Jane Fall 

1955 Jane Fall 

1956 Tommy Barnes 

1957 Tommy Barnes 

1958 Kay Bomford 

1959 Jane Fall 

1960 Jane Fall 

1961 Jane Fall 

1962 Jane Fall 

1963 Jane Fall 

1964 Jane Fall 

1965 Jane Fall 

1966 Mary McAra 

1967 Lee Budden 

1968 Jane Fall 

1969 Jane Fall 

1970 Wyn Godden 

1971 Jean Kerrone 

1972 Bev Berkey 

1973 Lee Budden 

1974 Jean Kerrone 

1975 Jean Kerrone 

1976 Mina Lindo 

1977 Mina Lindo 

1978 Jean Kerrone 

1979 Jean Kerrone 

1980 Kal Thompson 

1981 Jean Kerrone 

1982 Carrol Giles 

1983 Jean Kerrone 

1984 Jean Kerrone 

1985 Jean Kerrone 

1986 Jean Kerrone 

1987 Jean Kerrone 

1988 Jean Kerrone 

1988 Jean Kerrone 

1989 Jean Kerrone 

1990  Jean Kerrone 

1991 Georgina Hermans 

1992 Georgina Hermans 

1993 Georgina Hermans 

1994 Georgina Hermans 

1995 Georgina Hermans 

1996 Georgina Hermans 

1997 Georgina Hermans 

1979 Betty Laker 

1980 Louise Tassin 

1981 Win Haydock 

1982 Pat Davis 

1983 Jane Fall 

1984 Marg Cook 

1985 Gladys McBride 

1986 Jill Brockway 

1987 Winnie Finnie 

1988 Jane Fall 

1989 Daphne Granbois 

1990 Lee Poole 

1991 Jane Fall 

1992 Lee Poole 

1993 Daphne Granbois 

1994 Mary Dougan 

1995 Mary Dougan 

1996 Mary Dougan 

1997 Mary Dougan 
 

1996 Joyce Willis 

1997 Pat Davis 

 Super Seniors 

  Club Champions                                                              Senior Champions  



 

 

 

 
 

Lady Captains 
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1949 Tommy Barnes 

1950 Aileen Powel 

1951 Aileen Powel 

1952 Tommy Barnes 

1953 Tommy Barnes 

1954 Flo Fowle 

1955 Flo Fowle 

1956 Rhuna Arlett 

1957 Mary Evans 

1958 Norma O’Brien 

1959 Norma O’Brien 

1960 Olive King 

1961 Sue Seymour 

1962 Sue Seymour 

1963 Sue Seymour 

1964 Jane Fall 

1965 Janet Wright 

1966 Molly Trail  

1967 Molly Trail  

1968 Louise Tassin 

1969 Louise Tassin 

1970 Bec Findley 

1971 Ethel Cross 

1972 Ethel Cross 

1973 Ethel Cross 

1974 Lee Budden 

1975 Betty White 

1976 Dorothy Dash 

1977 Dorothy Dash 

1978 Eileen Worthington 

1979 Eileen Worthington 

1980 Helen Ogg 

1981 Helen Ogg 

1982 Jean Kerrone 

1983 Doris Usher 

1984 Doris Usher 

1985 Jocelyn MacLachlan 

1986 Jocelyn MacLachlan 

1987 Del Gamble 

1988 Joan McCool 

1989 Kathy Coates 

1990 Sandy Buchanan 

1991 Mary Dougan 

1992 Fern Schoch 

1993 Rosemary Branting 

1994 Sheila Stotyn 

1995 Jeanne Wilkinson 

1996 Doris Kenyon 

1997 Kathy Coates 
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In the late 70s Bill Wakeham demonstrates the golf 
swing to (l to r) Doug Skinner, Bob Slonski, Tom 
Kerrone and Carl Norman 
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The history of the Men’s Section is, by 
and large, the history of the Club. It was 
mostly men who provided the impetus to 
get the Club started and over the years 
they have participated in every aspect of 
Club life — they have provided the 
majority of Board members; physically 
put up the first Clubhouse; worked hard 
as Greens and Grounds Chairmen; led 
Expansion Committees and provided 
much of the vision which has put the 
Club where it is today. All these 
contributions have been documented in 
other parts of this history. 
 

From the earliest years they were 
organized as a group which included 
Seniors. They elected a Captain from 
amongst themselves at their annual wind-
up dinner and reported to the Board 
through the Match and Handicap 
Chairman. In 1972 this position was 
abolished, however the Men’s Section 
continued to be represented on the Board 
by a member who though not necessarily 
the Club Captain often held that position. 
Today  the  Club Captain is a permanent 
Board position. The duties which past 
Captains have considered to be part and 
parcel of the job have been numerous and 

have affected facets of Club life over and 
above the organization of the Men’s 
Section — they included running the 
Cowichan Open, enforcing discipline, 
including the dress code, making up the 
Men’s fixture list, arranging the Men’s 
interclubs and organizing the Twilight 
competitions. Some have made changes 
which have had far reaching effects. It 
was a Club Captain, Arnie Walker, who, 
as the course got busier and busier, 
initiated the system, now in operation, of 
booking tee times. Arnie was also 
responsible for bringing the first 
computer to the Club; in fact Cowichan 
was one of the first clubs on the Island to 
use computerized scores. He was one of 
many Captains who, once they assumed 
the position, gave of their time 
unstintingly and the Club is for ever 
indebted to them for the work they did. 
In this context other names like Ron 
Loiselle, Fred Mills Junior and Gwyn 
Hughes come immediately to mind as 
dedicated, hardworking men who made 
outstanding contributions. From an 
earlier period, no one could or should 
forget Clayton Wright Senior who did the 
job for nine years. At the AGM of 1959 
the membership paid him a special 
tribute for the ‘amazing amount of work 
he did.’1 

Nowadays the Men’s Section’s weekly 
activities are confined to Wednesday 
Twilights but this was not always so. The 
Twilight dates only from the early 
seventies but from Day One of the Club’s 
history Sunday mornings belonged to the 
men for Medal and Par competitions. 
Local rule #10 on the back of a scorecard 
dating from Bill Wakeham’s time states 
“Only men’s 4s on Sunday. Starter to use 
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The Men’s Section 

1. Cowichan Leader, March 5, 1959. 

Clayton Wright 
& Arnie Walker 
marshalling in 

1988 



his discretion to allow 2s.” Unfortunately 
in August 1982 this hallowed time was 
challenged by one, Agnes Todd, who 
appealed to the Human Rights 
Commission claiming that she was being 
discriminated against as a woman 
because she was not allowed to play on 
Sunday morning. A decision in her 
favour could also have worked against 
the Ladies who had always regarded 
Wednesday morning as ‘their’  time.2 The 
dilemma was solved by the Board under 
the Presidency of Tom Kerrone who, on 
the advice of the HRC, regularized pre-
booking foursome times on Sundays and 
Wednesdays. 

Somehow since that time regular Sunday 
Men’s competitions have fallen by the 
wayside as has play for many of the 
Challenge cups which used to be 
competed for annually. The names of 
many of these trophies — names like the 
George Syrotuck Memorial Trophy, the 
Art Irvine Senior Men’s Championship 
Trophy and the Archie Sherman Men’s 
Championship Handicap Cup bring back 
memories of the contribution made by 
these former members. Other annual 
trophies inherited from the old Club like 
the Koksilah Bogey Competition Cup 
(also called the Bundock Cup)3 were 
played for every year until the early 80s, 
at which time there are increasingly 
frequent references in the Board Minutes 
to the lack of interest in competing for 
these Cups. The annual Club 
Championship, however, remains very 
keenly contested and, over the years, has 
been responsible for some very fine golf. 
Gordon Whan,4 mentioned in one 
newspaper account as one of the finest 
amateurs playing at the time, won it 
fourteen times. Other multiple winners 
have been Alex Forward, Bob Slonski 
and T.Reynolds. All three Martin 
brothers have won it at one time or 
another and an interesting winning duo is 
a father/son one — Clayton Wright 
Senior was Club Champion 1963 and his 
son Bert achieved that distinction ten 

years later in 1973. 

Interclubs have always been a feature of 
the men’s golfing schedule, the fixture 
list from the early years covered most of 
Victoria and many up-island clubs, one 
went even further afield and was one of 
the most popular. The annual match 
against Beach Grove was always 
regarded as a highlight of the fixture list. 
In 1969 as many as 40 members travelled 
to compete at the Vancouver Club. Beach 
Grove is no longer a fixture but in 1985 
Duffy Chaster was the moving force 
behind “The Triangle”, a competition in 
which 24 players from each of the three 
Clubs — Mount Brenton, Cowichan and 
March Meadows — compete on each of 
the three course every year. 

The Senior men had their own 
championship almost from the beginning 
but were not organized as a separate unit 
until the early 70s, since which time they 
have formed their own group, elected 
their own Captain and have held their 
own regular weekly competitions on 
Thursdays. They started with a 
membership of 35 which by 1994 had 
grown to 160 and in 1997  stands at 180, 
only 126 of whom are Thursday regulars. 
In theory the Senior Captain is elected 
yearly but in practice it has been difficult 
to find men to take over the task and 
those that have done it have been asked 
to stay in office for a long time. Men like 
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2. Rule #7 on that same scorecard reads “Course 
closed on Wednesday a.m. till 1 p.m. March 1st 
to October 31st Ladies Day”. 
3. Named after W.W.Bundock who donated this 
cup to the Koksilah Club in 1910. 
4. Gordon Whan, who died in 1970 at the age of 
52, was an excellent all-round sportsman. He 
played baseball as well as golf and, at one time, 
had been the B.C. Junior Tennis champion. 

 The Whan  
brothers:        

left, Walter, first 
winner of the 

Archie Sherman 
Trophy and right,     
Gordon, fourteen 

times Club 
Champion 



Hal Rees, Ray Reimer and Knud (Ken) 
Boelt have done the job again and again, 
working hard, with great success, to 
make this section a cohesive, active, fun 
part of the Club. The Senior’s Captain 
working alone organizes weekly 
competitions, interclubs and the yearly 
Club Championships. Since 1994 the 
Senior Champion has been awarded the 
Earle Bradshaw Senior Men’s Baton. 
Since 1993 a separate championship has 
been run for the Super Seniors, players 
age 70 and over and the winner of this 
championship also has his name 
engraved on the Bradshaw trophy.  

The age to be a Senior is relatively young 
at 50 but many of them are already 
retired and, thank goodness, give a great 
deal of time to the Club. In the words of 
Hal Rees, they have ever been ‘the 
workhorses’ of the Club. In the early 
days they dug drainage ditches, cleared 
bushes, did landscape work and generally 
made themselves available whenever the 
Greenskeeper needed extra help. 
Sometimes they took matters into their 
own hands — Fred Mills Senior 
considered the lack of toilet facilities on 
the course unacceptable so he organized 
his golfing buddies into a work force 
which dug the holes and built the outdoor 
toilets, one for Boys and one for Girls, 
which, for many years, snuggled in the 

woods between the old 7th green and the 
8th tee. In an earlier chapter it was 
mentioned how that same Fred Mills 

would conscript his army son when on 
leave to help with course work.5 Also in 
another part of this history it is noted 
how much work the Senior men did after 
the expansion to eighteen holes.6  

The Seniors not only did everyday repair 
work they did much that was creative as 
well. In 1984 Ralph Canning presented 
the Board with a gavel and stand made 
from pieces of the maple, fir and alder 
trees which had been cleared to make 
way for the new eighteen holes. After the 
new nine was in play Ralph, together 
with Ron Loiselle, made beautiful tee 
markers in the shape of a totem pole 
which, at that time, was used as the Club 
logo. They made permanent large 
markers with hole number and yardage 
information and smaller, brightly 
coloured ones to be used on the first and 
tenth tees for special competitions. In 
1988 when Arnie Walker was Captain he 
initiated the actions which resulted in the 
park benches presently gracing every tee. 
They serve a double purpose — as a rest 
area and as a record of Club benefactors, 
but it is important that members be told 
the story of their acquisition. Arnie saw a 
need for benches round the course and he 
obtained a plan for them from the Parks 
Board in Victoria. Ron Loiselle, with his 
considerable welding skills, built them, 
Arnie did the woodwork and painted 
them, they were then offered to the 
membership to sponsor at the 
ridiculously low price of $30.00 each. 
The response was overwhelming and, as 
offers poured in, the names of the donors 
were carved on the backrests by Dave 
Pearson. At present a vital ongoing task 
carried out by a Senior is the editing and 
publishing of ‘The Divot’ — this is yet 
another example of the contribution 
made by the King family. Pete took over 
this job when he retired and has done it 
ever since. 

Senior work bees were not confined to 
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5. See above p.21. 
6. See above p.30. 

Hal Rees sinks a 
putt! 

Fred Mills - 
both Junior 
& Senior on 
the putting 

green 



the course. The old Clubhouse was in 
constant need of repair and there are 
many records of Seniors doing such 
varied work as painting the whole 
building (1971), replacing the carpeting 
and the hard flooring and painting the old 
Pro shop inside and out. Fred Mills 
Junior, newly retired from the army, 
followed the example of his father and 
immediately became involved in work 
for the Club. He was elected to the Board 
and took over the job of House 
Chairman. As such he was expected to do 
much in the way of maintenance and he 
remembers many ‘on  the job’ training 
sessions with Ron Loiselle who had done 
the job before him. A particular problem 
in the 70s and 80s was the plumbing in 
the Ladies’ washroom. Fred spent a great 
deal of time there trying to fix it and 
recalls one particular occasion as he was 
teeing off in the Cowichan Open he 
heard his name being called and on 
looking up, he saw a distraught lady 
member crying “ Fred! Oh! Fred! There 
is a flood in our loo!” 

When Charles Phillips took over as 
Chairman of the Board he started his first 
Board Meeting with a list of tasks which 
needed doing round the Clubhouse. They 

i n c lu ded  rep a in t i n g ,  gen era l 
maintenance, repairing the pump, 
replacing the carpet and tiling in the 
Clubhouse and doing small carpentry 
jobs around the place. It is obvious from 
the tenor of his speech that he expected 
all these jobs to be done by volunteer 
labour. Which it was. Most of it from the 
Senior Men. Their attitude is best 
summed up in a notice put on the Board 
by Arnie Walker announcing a Notice of 
Assistance required. He never had any 
trouble getting help for whatever task 
needed doing at that time. 

The Club has always been keen to 
encourage Juniors and to promote this in 
the past there was a Junior Chairman, one 
each for the boys and the girls. Also in 
the past there were generous Club 
members who provided the funds to send 
promising players to outside 
tournaments, one as far away as Nova 
Scotia, the venue for the Canadian Junior 
Championships twenty years ago. In the 
early days Angus Campbell paid for 
many juniors to take lessons, and he also 
picked up the tab for the dues of many a 
keen youngster. 

Over the years some very talented 
players have learnt their golf at 
Cowichan, from Earl Davies, Dick 
Saunders, Dave Bennington and Les 
Atchison in the earlier days to the 
Keeping brothers in the late 90s. Many of 
those talented juniors have since gone on 
to become Club Professionals. Earl 
Davies, a junior here in the 60s is now 
the C.E.O. at Olympic View, Ian 
Campbell from the 80s is the Pro at 
Pemberton Golf Club, Blair Caldwell 
from the same time is the Pro at March 
Meadows, George Paine is at the Dunes 
in Kamloops and Gordi Melissa is the 
Assistant Pro at Cowichan. Many others 
who played as Juniors have gone on to 
play excellent amateur Tournament 
winning golf. Names like Martin 
Holman, Laurie Peet, the Martin 
brothers, the Steininger brothers and 

86 

 

Left: Cedric King in the early 
50s on the 1st tee. Right: Peter 
& Pat King in the late 80s. 



The present Pro Shop feels very strongly 
about promoting junior golf. Just this last 
year Norm Jackson was responsible for 
getting the Jack McLaughlin Memorial 
BCPGA ProAm Tournament to be 
played at Cowichan. Thirty two teams 
made up of girls and boys from all over 
B.C. competed and the top ten were 
rewarded with a trip to the GVO where 
they were allowed to caddie in the 
Celebrity ProAm part of that tournament. 
Cowichan entered two teams and both 
qualified to go to Vancouver. A special 
mention must be made of Kevin Ng who 
earned a place in the long drive 
competition where he competed with the 
pros. A great experience. 

Altogether one might conclude that the 
future of the Men’s Section is in good 
hands.  
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Scott Keeping in 
1993 before 
leaving for 
Japan to 
represent 

Canada in the 
World Junior 

Team 

Willing helpers keep the scoreboard for the 
Ladies Field Day in 1989. (l to r) John 
Buchanan, Roy Robinson, George Jessup and 
Ken Morrison 



 

 
 

Club Champions 

 

1949 J. Robertson 

1950 G. Bruce 

1951 Gordon Whan 

1952 Gordon Whan 

1953 Gordon Whan 

1954 Gordon Whan 

1955 Gordon Whan 

1956 Gordon Whan 

1957 Gordon Whan 

1958 Gordon Whan 

1959 Gordon Whan 

1960 Gordon Whan 

1961 Gordon Whan 

1962 J. Swanson 

1963 Clayton Wright 

1964 Gordon Whan 

1965 T. Reynolds 

1966 Gordon Whan 

1967 Gordon Whan 

1968 Gordon Whan 

1969 Andy Baraniuk 

1970 Martin Holman 

1971 T. Reynolds 

1972 Alex Forward 

1973 Bert Wright 

1974 Bob Slonski 

1975 Brian Stott 

1976 Alex Forward 

1977 Alex Forward 

1978 Bob Slonski 

1979 Bob Slonski 

1980 Bob Slonski 

1981 Bob Slonski 

1982 R. Williams 

1983 Martin Holman 

1984  

1985 Glen Martin 

1986 Glen Martin 

1987 Brian Martin 

1988 Glen Martin 

1989 Barry Martin 

1990 Dave Bird 

1991 Barry Martin 

1992 Brian Martin 

1993 S. Keeping 

1994 Steve Bird 

1995 Alex Forward 

1996 Gary Gill 

1997 Shawn Wilson 
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Senior Men’s 

Club Champions 
Holders of  the Art  I rv ine Senior  Trophy 
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1962  Dick White 

1963 P. Perraton 

1964 Dick White 

1965 Ted Stannard 

1966 Ted Stannard 

1967 Ted Stannard 

1968 Ted Stannard 

1969 Pat O’Brien 

1970 Clayton Wright Snr. 

1971 Len Holman 

1972  

1973  

1974 S. Mitchell 

1975 Dick White 

1976 Hal Rees 

1977 Vic Gill  

1978 O. Droob 

1979 G.Miller 

1980 Jack Douglas 

1981 J. McCourt 

1982 Sam Archambault 

1983 W. Nelson 

1984 A. McMorland 

1985 C. Newsome 

1986  Fred Mills Snr. 
  

Author’s note: 
Apologies must go to winners whose names have not been 
recorded here. The best endeavours have been unable to fill in 
the blanks of this table of names or any others over these pages.  
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Senior Men’s 

Club Champions 
Holders of  the Ear le Bradshaw Baton  

 

1984 Andy Baraniuk 

1985 Duffy Chaster 

1986 Andy Baraniuk 

1987 Andy Baraniuk 

1988 Ken Brownsey 

1989 Earle Bradshaw 

1990 Eugene Thorne 
  

  

  

  

  

  

1993 Colin Preece 

1994 Armand Granbois 

1995 Bert Morrison 

1991 Earle Bradshaw 

1992 Fred Mills Jnr. 

1993 Andy Baraniuk 

1994 Gary Bishop 

1995 Gary Bishop 

1996 Gary Bishop 

1997 Al Hayden-Luck 
  

  

  

  

  

  

1996 Colin Preece 

1997 Armand Granbois 
  

Super Senior  Men’s 
Club Champions 



 

 

 

Junior  Club  
Champions-Under 14     
Trophy presented by Chimo Club 
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1975 Bruce Ogg 

1976 Ted Hunt 

1977 Barry Martin 

1978 Barry Martin 

1979 Ken Hearsey 

1980 Ian Campbell 

1981 Ron MacGillivray 

1984 Gordi Melissa 

1988 Scott Keeping 

1989 Kelly Osborne 

1990 Richard Lord 

1991 Richard Lord 

Junior  Club  
Champion 
Trophy presented by Bob Hale 
1975 Glen Martin 

1976 Glen Martin 

1977 Glen Martin 

1978 Glen Martin 

1979 Barry Martin 

1980 Ted Hunt 

1981 Rick Williams 

1982 Ian Campbell 

1984 Mark Krenz 

1985  Gordi Melissa 

1986 Gordi Melissa 

1987 Chris Delorme 

1988 Scott Keeping 

1989 Scott Coomber 

1990 Scott Keeping 

1991 Scott Keeping 
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 A LIST OF SOURCES CONSULTED 
 
 Primary: 
 
 The Club Archives (Board Minutes, AGM Minutes, Miscellaneous Letters, Miscellaneous 
 Financial Documents, Land Deeds, Maps, Drawings, Scrap Books etc.) All these have now 
 been accessed, catalogued and filed. 
 
 Cowichan Leader 1921 - 1985 on Microfilm in the Duncan Museum. 
 
 Some Cowichan Leaders post-mid 1980s from Leader office. 
 
 Some Province accounts. 
 
 Some documents from Golf House, Vancouver. 
 
 
 
 Secondary: 
 
 Arv Olson Backspin. 
 
 J. Barclay Golf in Canada: A History.   
 Cornish and Whitten Architects of Golf. 
 Local Histories —     Elizabeth Norcross The Warm Land.  
    R.I.Dougan Cowichan My Valley. 
    Memories Never Lost compiled by The Pioneer Researchers. 
    Joe Garner Never Forget the Good Times. 
 
 Photo Credits — the following are to be thanked for permission to use the photographs 
       on the following pages:-    
 
 Cowichan Leader — pp. 6, 12, 40, 55, 56, 58, 61, 63, 65, 71, 73, 74, 76, 81 & 85. 
 
 The Forest Museum — pp. 4 & 5. 
 
 The Daily Colonist — pp. 19 & 74. 
 
 The Victoria Daily Times — pp. 11, 13 & 14. 
 
 The Cowichan News — p. 26. 



Members on November 1, 1997 
 
 
 

Aitken, Muriel 
Aldersey, Ruth & Paul 
Alexander, Harold 
Amezcua, Selene 
Anderson, Jim 
Andrew, Barbara & Sydney 
Annala, Wilfred 
Aplin, Marion 
Arnett, Shirley & Mike 
Arnold, Kathleen 
Ashmore, Bruce 
Ashmore, Steven 
Atchison, Leslie 
Atsma, George 
Auld, Eleanor 
Aylward-Nally, Thomas 
Baker, Darryl 
Baker, Graeme 
Baker, Malcolm 
Barakat, Dominic 
Baraniuk, Andy 
Barnatt, Kim 
Barrett, Jim 
Beale, Reginald 
Becker, Jeff 
Behnsen, Kevin 
Belanger, Paul 
Bell, Gordon 
Belliveau, Keith 
Berard, Dan 
Bergthorson, Kris 
Berkey, Bruce 
Berkey, Bryan 
Berkey, Lowell 
Berry, Byron 
Bird, Marsha & David 
Bird, Steven 
Bishop, Gary 
Blackey, Jason 
Blackham, John 
Blaghorne, Caroline 
Blom, Donald 
Blom, Erron 
Boelt, Knud 
Bomford, Kathleen 
Boyd, Margaret 
Bradbury, Tom 
Braden, Kathleen 
Bradshaw, Cory 

Bradshaw, Wendy 
Braithewaite, Andrew 
Brand, Dale 
Branting, Rosemary & Ralph 
Breier, Mark 
Brendel, Roland 
Briathwaite, Mary 
Brockway, Jill & Eric 
Broughton, Jefferey 
Brown, Bill 
Brown, Clare & Bill 
Brown, Don 
Brown, Murray 
Brownhill, John 
Bruce-Lockhart, Simon 
Brunner, Ernie 
Buchanan, Luella & Jack 
Buchanan, Sandy & John 
Buckland, Scott 
Burgess, Randy 
Burkinshaw, Geoff 
Burkitt, Craig 
Burles, Lee 
Burns, Rae 
Burnside, Garrett 
Burton, Frank 
Butler,Donald 
Buxton, Frank 
Caldwell, Larry 
Campbell, Guy 
Campbell, Robert 
Campbell, William 
Canning, Val & Ralph 
Carlson, Timothy 
Carson, Cam & Pat 
Carter, Brian 
Carter, Gregory 
Cartlidge, Bruce 
Casement, Patricia Anne 
Casey, Marjorie & Gerald 
Cavers, Gerald 
Chaster, Duffy 
Cherry, Evelyn 
Chorney, Lonnie 
Chou, Annie 
Chow, Edmund 
Chute, Greg 
Chute, Steven 
Clark, Andy 

Clark, Thomas 
Clarke, Vicki 
Clarke, William 
Clevette, Richard 
Coates, Katherine 
Cocker, Ted 
Coldwell, Bob 
Collinson, Mark 
Connolly, Jay 
Conway, Grace 
Cook, Margaret 
Cooney, Sheila & Pat 
Cooper, Roger 
Cormier, Mary 
Corsan, Bill 
Cotsworth, Peter 
Cottrell, Hazel 
Coulter, Jaimie 
Cowie, Steven 
Craig, Bud 
Crawford, Lyle 
Cummings, Winston 
Curley, Patrick 
Dacyk, Patrick 
Dalaway, John 
Dams, Stanley 
Davidson, Jack 
Davies, John 
Davis, Joan 
Davis, John 
Davis, Pat 
de Bree, Paul 
de Lure, Keith 
DeBeck, Douglas 
DeBeck, Michael 
DeCaro, Nick 
Decker, Brian 
Delmars, Barrie 
Dennis, Eric 
Deol, Jerry 
Deol, Justin 
deRooy, Isabella & John 
DeRoy, Charlie 
Dibble, Isabella & Keith 
Dickie, Lorraine & George 
Dixon, Keith 
Dodd, Gindo 
Domes, Don 
Dougan, Mary 
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Dougan, Scott 
Dougherty, Anne 
Douglas, Jack 
Drake, Ryan 
Edie, Vean 
Edwards, Dorothy 
Egan, Terry & Don 
Elliott, Donald 
Elliott, Doug 
Elliott, Edward 
Elliott, Ernest 
Elliott, Garrett 
Elliott, Richard 
Elzinga, Tyrel 
Erickson, Donna 
Eriksen, Ron 
Etty, Glenn 
Evans, Barbara & Bert 
Evans, Ena 
Evans, Hilda 
Evans, Mary 
Evans, Michael 
Evans, Terry 
Fall, Jane 
Fantillo, Pat 
Fantillo, Valerie & Amato 
Fechter, Max 
Ferguson, Brandon 
Ferguson, Bruce 
Fernau, Maria 
Ferreira, Jeremy 
Ferreira, Lee 
Finnie, Winnie 
Fontaine, Lawrence 
Forchet, Arnold 
Fordham, David 
Forward, Alex 
Foster, Tony 
Frandsen, Scott 
Frankson, Mike 
Frankson, Steve 
Fraser, Barry 
Fraser, Patricia & Len 
Free, Julia & Dave 
Frumento, Kelvin 
Fry, Michael 
Fuller, Dwight 
Fuller, Marilyn 
Furbacher, Sheila & Richard 
Gale, Fred 

Galvin, John 
Garrett, Steven 
Garvey, John 
Gauss, Clarence 
Geisthardt, Eleanor & Max 
George, David 
Gergel, Joe 
Gergel, Michael 
Germain, Bill 
Gervis, Dave 
Gill, Craig 
Gill, Gary 
Gill, Victor 
Gillingham, Marjorie 
Girard, Jo Ann Gail & Mark 
Glass, Nick 
Gloster, Owen 
Goodman, Kathy 
Gordon, B.J. 
Gordon, Dorothy 
Gordon, Evelyn & James 
Gordon, Lee 
Graham, Florence 
Graham, Joe 
Granbois, Daphne & Armand 
Graves, Garry 
Gray, Robert 
Greenwood, Lucas 
Greig, Carolyn & William 
Grieve, Dwight 
Griffin, Kelly 
Griffiths, Hilda 
Gudgeon, Mike 
Guest, Eric 
Guild, Josephine 
Gullich, Frank 
Gynn, Marillyn & Randy 
Hall, Diana 
Hammond, Donald 
Hardie, Alexander 
Hardie, Mary & Gene 
Hargreaves, Bill 
Harker, Allan 
Harnan, Stanley 
Harper, Margaret 
Harry, Betty & Kenneth 
Hart, John 
Hartmann, Brett 
Harvey, Chris 
Haugen, Sean 

Hawkes, Diane 
Hawkins, Fraser 
Hawthorne, Eileen 
Hayden-Luck, Joan & Al 
Hayer, Reggie 
Hayer, Sandy 
Hayton, Wain 
Healey, Gordon 
Henry, Peter 
Hepton, Arnold 
Hermans, Georgina 
Hickman, David 
Hicks, Russell 
Hieter, Gerry 
Higbie, Susan & Western 
Higgins, Betty & Dennis 
Hindle, John 
Hirons, Norman 
Hitchcox, Jackie & Denis 
Hleck, Nicholas 
Hoag, Nathan 
Holdings, Kalan 
Hole, Patrick 
Holman, Olive & Len 
Holtby, Doug 
Hood, Robin 
Horgan, Rosemary & John 
Horner, Charmian & Wilf 
Hornett, Arlene & Bob 
Hughes, Donald 
Hughes, Larry 
Hughes, Linda & Gwyn 
Hunley, Derry 
Hunter, Jeff 
Hutchinson, Bob 
Hutchinson, Ray 
Hutton, Elton 
Hyde-Lay, David 
Hykawy, Steven 
Ickringill, Bert 
Irving, Chris 
Jackson, Fran 
Jackson, Gerald 
Jackson, Jean 
Jackson, Rick 
Jessup, George 
Jickling, Jarvis 
Johnson, Art 
Johnson, Eula & Art 
Johnson, Geraldine & Bill 
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 Johnson, Simon 

Johnston, Marion & Ben 
Jory, Bill 
June, Renee & Terry 
Kaufmann, Derek 
Kearns, Cecily 
Kearns, Peter 
Keeping, Craig 
Keeping, Scott 
Keeping, Stuart 
Keller, Helen & Roland 
Kellett, Alan 
Kent, Darren 
Kenyon, Doris & Pete 
Kenyon, Tyler 
Keple, Brian 
Kerr, Bob 
Kerr, Donald 
Kerrone, Jean & Tom 
Ketilson, Louise 
King, Elspeth 
King, Pat & Peter 
Kingsford, Gareth 
Klaui, Michael 
Klein, George 
Klyne, Edward 
Knight, Pam & Rick 
Kolk, Dennis 
Kolk, Ronald 
Kondo, Tsutomu 
Kopp, Derek 
Kray, Devon 
Kreke, Leo 
Laas, Lauren 
LaCroix, Gary 
Laine-Orchard, Doris 
Laker, Betty 
Lambert, Dorothy 
Lange, Justin 
Langerfield, York 
Larsen, Jason 
Lawlor, Charles 
Leckie, Peter 
Leek, Wilfred 
Leeming, Matt 
Lefebre, Lily & Tony 
Lempereur, Karen 
Leyshon, Douglas 
Lindstrom, Lennard 
Loewen, Jeffrey 
 

Loewen, Michael 
Loiselle, Ron 
Lomas, Bernie 
Lord, Richard 
Lu, Johnny 
Lundstrom, Marilyn 
MacBride, Joe 
MacCarthy, Cameron 
MacCarthy, Parker 
MacKenzie, Flora 
MacLachlan, Jocelyn & Pat 
MacLeod, Allan 
Magee, Gloria 
Mankelow, Craig 
Manning, Randi 
Martin, Barry 
Martin, Brian 
Martin, Edith 
Martinez, Alejandra 
Matheson, Tom 
Mawjee, Omar 
May, Brian 
McCarthy, Dick 
McCauley, Erin 
McClelland, Horace 
McComb, Danial 
McCool, Joan & Don 
McCutcheon, Robert 
McDonald, Clinton 
McDonald, Hilton 
McDowall, Richard 
McHardy, James 
McIntosh, Lynn 
McIntyre, Chris 
McIntyre, Hilda & Ben 
McKenna, Sharron & John 
McKinlay, Denise & Brian 
McKinnon, Garfield 
McLeod, Walker 
McWhinnie, Jeff 
McWhinnie, Ralph 
Meads, Kristin & Darryl 
Meinardus, Branden 
Merrett, Gary 
Michaux, Len 
Miles, Marybet & Ronald 
Milino, Mary 
Miller, Clifford 
Miller, Robert 
Miller, Sherman 
 

Miliken, Nick 
Mills, Fred 
Mitchelmore, Kirk 
Moffatt, Don 
Molnar, Gerald 
Mongar, David 
Monteith, Cory 
Morgan, John 
Morris, Irene 
Morrison, Bert 
Morrison, Dorothy & Ken 
Morrison, Lynda 
Morriss, Neil 
Morrow, Bill 
Motherwell, Averil 
Mowbray, Chuck 
Mudge, Gerald 
Mullett, Jordan 
Munro, Nancy & Don 
Murphy, Brian 
Murphy, Dianne & Michael 
Murphy, Gail 
Murphy, Michael 
Murray, Babe 
Murrell, David 
Mycholuk, Edward 
Myhre, Neil 
Nagamizo, Joe 
Nakai, Natasha 
Nelford, Bob 
Nelford, Terry 
Newsome, Gwyneth 
Ng, Kevin 
Nixon, Jack 
Norris, John 
O'Brien, Pat 
Ogg, Bruce 
Ogg, Helen & Bill 
Ogilvie, Clyde 
Oliphant, Kathryn & Allan 
Orchard, Donald 
Ostrowerka, Hazel & Dennis 
Ottosen, Al 
Ovenden, Doreen 
Page, Curtis 
Pakos, Hank 
Parker, Ron 
Parsons, Joan 
Patterson, Jesse 
Payne, Donald 
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 Pearson, David 

Peet, Matthew 
Peters, Brad 
Petrow, Pat 
Phillips, Charles 
Philp, Beryl & John 
Pillar, Dave 
Pirie, Alexander 
Pitcher, Ryan 
Pletzer, Murray 
Poitras, Larry 
Postuk, Peggy & Peter 
Powell, Jill & James 
Powell, Richard 
Preece, Colin 
Puska, Jeff 
Putnam, Bunny & Jim 
Qualley, Susan 
Rakimov, Alex 
Ramsay, Brock 
Redd, Byron 
Redd, David 
Rees, Hal 
Reeve, Peter 
Reid, Dan 
Reierson, Robert 
Reimer, Marge & Ray 
Rennison, Catherine & Brian 
Rice, Bill 
Richardson, Kevin 
Richardson, Ron 
Ridgway, Glen 
Ringstead, Barry 
Robb, Doug 
Robertson, Ian 
Robertson, Joan 
Robertson, Margaret & James 
Robertson, Peggy 
Robichaud, Joe 
Robinson, Marion & Roy 
Robison, Andrew 
Robison, Steven 
Robson, Christa 
Rogers, Dennis 
Rook, Chris 
Ross, Clarence 
Ross, Clifford 
Russell, John 
Russell, Norman 
Rybchuk, Mark 
 

Sanderson, Helen & Jim 
Saunders, Bob 
Saunders, James 
Savory, Dorothea 
Schneider, Annette & Mike 
Schoch, Fern 
Schop, Juliette 
Schultz, Judith & Allan 
Scott, Gibson 
Scott-Kerr, Eleanor & Michael 
Seymour, George 
Shahariw, Eugene 
Shane, Alex 
Sharp, Mark 
Shaw, Joyce 
Shelley, Wesley 
Sheppherd, Terry 
Sheptycki, William 
Shergold, Hetty 
Simons, Kurt 
Singh, Rani & Umesh 
Skelton, Hanne 
Skillings, Inge & Waldo 
Smith, Adam 
Smith, Vera & Dick 
Sommerfield, George 
Souter, Robert 
Sparrow, Hugh 
Speer, Leila & William 
Spence, Gregory 
Springgay, Charles 
Stanyer, Roger 
Stead, Denis 
Steininger, Brian 
Steininger, Jon 
Stewart, Alan 
Stiles, Muriel 
Stott, Brandon 
Stott, Brian 
Stott, Dominic 
Stott, Garret 
Stotyn, Sheila & Edward 
Stratford, Sheldon 
Stretch, Paul 
Stuart, Mark 
Stubbs, Denis 
Sutherland, John 
Tabbernor, George 
Taillieu, Garth 
Tallis, Trevor 
 

Tassin, Louise 
Taylor, Barry 
Taylor, Darlene & Donald 
Taylor, Mark 
Taylor, Pauline & Terence 
Taylor, William 
Temple, Ben 
Terauds, Nik 
Thera, David 
Thomas, Adam 
Thomas, Irene 
Thompson, Kal 
Thorarinson, Doug 
Thorne, Bill 
Thorne, Eugene Snr. 
Thorne, Maryanne & Eugene Jnr. 
Thorne, Ralph 
Tillie, John 
Tillie, Johnathan 
Tindall, Barbara & Frank 
Tobin, Claire 
Tobler, Margaret & Rudy 
Todd, Wayne 
Trussler, Roy 
Turner, Ann 
Turner, Ronnie 
Tyler, Jack 
Tyson, Dedie & Percy 
Utterson, Jim 
Van Welter, Maureen & Ted 
Vandenberg, Cornell 
Vanyo, Alex 
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